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"Nature  seems  to  have  taken  a  particular  c.tre  to  disseminate  her  blessings   among  ihi 
'ifferent  regions  of  the  world,  xvith  an  eye  to  the  mutual  intercourse  and  traffic  among  man 
■lid,  that  the  natives  of  the  several  parts  of  the  globe  might  Iiave  a  kind  of  dependence  upon 
V  another,  and  be  united  together  by  their  common  interest." — Addison. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


In  the  followinff  pages  are  grouped  together  some  Letters,  Papers,  and 
Speeches  on  the  8u1)J6ct  of  Commekcial  Union  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Canada.  No  attempt  is  made  to  include  anything  like  a  complete  list  of  publica- 
tions on  this  topic,  but  simply  to  rescue  from  the  oblivion  of  a  daily  newspaper, 
and  put  in  permanent  form,  some  productions  ivhich  might  otherwise  be  difficult  of 
access.  The  compilation  will  be  added  to  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  arise. 
The  object  is  to  make  accessible  some  vie^vs  regarding  this  question,  tohich  is 
perhaps,  in  its  extent  and  eventual  effects,  the  largest  question  noiv  before  the 
public.  On  the  next  page  will  be  found  a  ccpy  of  the  hill  introduced  into  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  by  the  Hon.  Bentamin  Butterwokth,  which 
may  well  form  a  basis  for  the  discussion  ivhich  impends  on  this  important  topic. 
The  compiler  apologizes  for  permitting  so  large  a  space  to  be  filled  with  his  oum 
productions ;  but,  having  given  the  subject  a  good  dtal  of  attention,  he  prints  his 
views  in  default  of  something  better.  The  pamphlet  can  be  had,  on  application 
to  the  address  on  the  title  page,  by  remitting  Ten  Cents  and  postage.  In  lots  of 
One  Bundled  and  over,  copies  can  be  had  at  Five  Cents  each. 


THE  BUTTERWORTH  BILL 

To  provide  for  full  Reciprocity  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 


Whereas  controversies  have  arisen  niid  are  now  existing  between  the 
Goveruuient  of  tlie  United  States  and  the  Uovernnieiit  of  tlie  Dominion 
of  Canada,  growing  out  of  the  construction  of  treaties  affecting  tishiug 
interests;  and 

Whereas,  by  reason  of  the  contiguity  of  tlie  two  countries  and  tlie  similarity 
of  the  interests  and  occui)ation8  of  tlie  i»eople  thereof,  it  is  desired  by 
the  Unite  I  States  to  remove  all  existing  controversies  and  all  causes  of 
controversy  in  the  future,  and  to  ]»roinote  HU'l  en'ourage  business  and 
coniinercial  intercourt-e  between  tlie  pcMtplc  <>f  both  countries,  and  to 
promote  harmony  between  the  two  (lovernments,  and  to  enable  the 
citizens  of  e;ich  to  trade  with  the  citizens  of  tlie  other  Avitliout  restriction 
and  irrespective  of  boundaries,  as  fully  und  freely  as  though  there  was 
no  boundary-line  between  the  two  couutiies:    The  e 'ore. 


Be  it  enacted  bij  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Fepresentutivex  of  the  United  States  of  Amer 
tea  in  Congress  assembled,  That  Avhenevei', 
and  as  soon  as  the  Government  of  the  eaiti 
Dominion  of  Canada  shall,  by  act  ol  her  Par- 
liament, permit  all  articles  of  trade  and  com- 
merce of  whatever  name  or  n»tnre,  w hethir 
the  product  ol  the  soil  or  of  tlie  waters  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  manufactured  articles,  live 
stock  of  all  kinds,  and  Us  products,  minerals 
aud  coal  the  jtroducts  of  the  mines  of  the 
United  States,  to  enter  the  porta  of  the  said 
Dominion  of  Canada  free  of  duty,  then  all  ar- 
ticles manufactured  inCanaila,  aud  all  pro- 
diicls  of  the  soil  and  waters,  and  all  minerals 
and  coal  product  of  the  mines  of  the  t-aid 
Dominion  of  Caiiudu,  aud  all  other  articles  of 
every  name  and  tle-cription  produced  In  said 
Diimlnion  of  Canada,  shall  be  permitted  to 
enter  the  ports  or  the  United  States  free  of 
duty  ;  It  being  the  Intention  of  this  act  to  pro- 
vide for  absolute  reciprocity  of  trade  between 
the  two  countries  as  to  all  articles  of  what- 
ever name  or  nature  produced  In  the  said 
cnuu tries  respectively. 

SEC.  2.  That  when  it  shall  be  certified  to  the 
Pref'ldent  of  the  United  States  by  the  pioper 
ofiBcialsof  the  Government  of  the  said  Dom- 
inion of  Canada  that  the  said  last-nanit-d 
Government,  by  act  of  Parliament,  has  au- 
thorized the  adiui&sion  Into  the  uorts  of  said 


Government  of  all  articles  of  trade  and  com- 
merce produced  in  tlu^  Unite:!  .States,  free  of 
duty,  the  [^resident  shall  make  ])roclamatl()n 
thereof,  and  shall  likewise  proclaim  that  all 
articles  produced  in  the  said  Dominion  of 
Canada  shall  be  admitted  into  all  the  porta 
of  the  United  States  free  of  duty,  and  such 
articles  shall  be  so  admitted  into  the  ports 
ol  the  United  States  free  of  duty  so  long 
as  the  saM  Dominion  of  Canada  slia'l  ad- 
mit the  products  of  the  United  States, 
as  herein  provided  for,  into  her  potts  free 
of  duty. 

SEC.  3.  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized,  with  tlie  appioval  of  the 
{'resident  of  the  United  States,  in  connection 
with  the  proper  officials  ol  the  Government 
of  the  said  Dominion  of  Cauaila,  to  make  rules 
and  regulations  lor  the  purpose  of  carrying 
Into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to 
protect  the  said  respective  Governments 
against  the  importation  of  foreign  goods 
through  either  Into  the  other;  and  the  Sec- 
retary ol  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
shall  furnish  to  the  customs  officers  of  the 
United  states  such  rules  aud  regulations  for 
the  purpose  of  guiding  them  in  the  discharge 
of  their  dutlrs  lu  respect  to  the  protection  of 
each  of  the  naid  Governments  against  Ira- 
proper  Importation  of  foreign  goods  as  herein 
conttiaplat«d. 
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COMMERCIAL    UNION 

HKTWKEN  THE 

UNITED    STATES    AND    CANADA. 


LETTER  FROM   HON.  ROBERT  R.  HITT, 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN   THE  UNITED  STATES  C0N0RE8P,  FROM   ILLINOIS. 


DEAR  HIR:'  I 

For  several  ye«r«  T  have  believed  tliat  otir 
troQbies  with  Canada  woiihl  never  be  per- 
manently and  «atl»factoiily  nettled  by  any 
meaHuro  short  of  commercial  union,  and  the 
removal  of  all  restrictions  npnn  trade  and  in- 
tercourse between  the  two  countries.  As  to 
other  nations,  both  could  maintain  a  tariff, 
set  limitatloua  upon  tisliing  privlles^es.  and 
upon  participation  in  the  coast  trade;  but  as 
to  each  other  every  bariier  should  be  swept 
away  in  a  commercial  union. 

Partial  arraufteuieuts  and  half-way  mea- 
sures must  fail  hereafter,  as  they  have  all 
failed  heretofore',  and  troubles  ar  se  again. 
The  reason  lies  in  the  po.»ltiou  and  circum- 
stances of  the  two  nations.  Canada,  however 
large  it  may  appear  on  the  map,  is  rea.ly  a 
long,  unequal  strip  of  populati'  n,  extending 
from  East  to  West  thou^auds  of  miles,  every- 
where right  beside  us.  The  portions,  or 
Provinces,  along  the  line  dilTer  widely,  In 
many  respects,  but  they  agree  in  this  :  that 
they  seem  to  be  less  to  each  other  ihau  to  the 
States  close  at  hand. 

The  natural  lines  of  commerce  for  the  ex 
change  of  pioducts  are  not  ?o  much  East  and 
West  as  North  and  South.  It  is  the  unlike 
products  coming  from  different  latitudes  that 
seek  exchange.  Intercourse,  active  aud  pro- 
fitable, there  will  always  be  between  this 
country  aud  Canada.  Restrictions  Irritate, 
and  are  always  liable  to  breed  troubles.  Now, 
11  they  can  be  removed  without  injury  to 
either  party,  the  Can  dian  question  will 
disappear,  aud  two  hanuouions  peoi)les  will 
flourish  beside  each  othtr  with  mutual  good 
w  ill  aud  respect. 

The  fishery  question  has  been  four  times 
settled,  as  statesmen  ^uppo^o<^  first  by  one 
aud  then  another  airangeinent,  all  of  w'llch 
proved  temporary  ;  and  It  is  iigain  in  dispute. 
The  tiadlug  lutercouiso  has  been  under  in- 
cessant discussion.  The  partial  reciprocity 
treaty  of  1854  was  at  first  popular  aud  pro- 
mising. It  Inc'uded  a  cousideial)le  list  ot 
articles  to  be  mutually  admitted  fiee.  But 
the  111-1'ortuue  that  has  attended  all  our 
dipIomat;y  with  the  North  soon  appear  he'n 


again.  Th«>  reciprocity  proved  ono-t  idt  d,  and 
we  terminated  it  after  tw<  Ive  years'  trial.  So 
skillfully  had  it  been  framed,  so  far  were  we 
outwitted  in  negotiation,  that  under  it  we 
had  given  to  ihe  Canadians  a  market  free  of 
duty  for  *229,000,000  worth  of  their  products, 
while  they  gave  us  a  free  market  for  scarce 
half  as  much.  It  admitted  Into  the  Uulte<l 
States  free  of  duty  i)  I  per  cent,  of  all  Cana<1a 
sold  us,  while  they  collected  duties  on  42  per 
cent,  of  all  we  sold  to  them.  It  gave  them 
our  gieai  market  free  for  their  cropp,  In  com- 
petition with  our  own  farmers,  aud  it  ex- 
cluded our  manufactures  from  Canada.  To 
this,  or  auy  other  pai  t  al  arrangement,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  will  never  again 
cot)  sent. 

They  would  probably  accept  commercial 
union,  with  unrestricted  trade,  common  fish- 
ing rights,  and  coast  trade  privileges.  An 
equalized  tariff  would  abolish  the  ei  pensive 
double  line  ot  Custom  Houses  aiid  officers 
along  the  boriicr,  and  all  consular  service  in 
Canada,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 
This  would  be  a  large  saving  to  both  sides. 
The  coast  provinces  could  freely  sell  coal  to 
New  Englaud,aud  Pennsylvania  could  supply 
coal  to  Upper  Canada.  The  Manitoba  far 
mers  could  buy  their  implements  aud  supplies 
aud  sell  their  crops  in  St.  Paul,  or  where  they 
pleased.  It  would  give  Western  farmers 
free  lumber,  and  would  open  a  wide  market 
for  the  products  of  the  Canadian  foiest^.  It 
would  secure  to  our  fisheimeu  rights  to  fish 
on  every  sh"re  clear  to  the  Pole,  to  buy  bait 
aud  evetytlili  g  el.'C,  aud  it  would  give  our 
people  f  I  ee  ti.>*h. 

The  Tariff  would  have  to  be  the  same,  and 
internal  revenue  taxatiou  the  »ame,  In  Canada 
and  the  United  St»t^s,  or  theie  wou.d  be  lu- 
flu'te  fraud  aud  disturbance  of  trade.  This 
wou  <i  require  some  changes,  but  not  great 
ones.  The  Canadian  Taritt  is  uow  not  very 
far  from  ours.  It  collects  on  the  total  imports 
Into  Canada  about  10  per  cent,  lower  average 
duty  than  does  ours  on  the  total  imports  into 
the  United  Spates.  The  Internal  revenue 
taxes  ou  whl>key  and  tobacco  are  now  uot 
very  different. 


COMMhlU'lAL    UMnS   /AT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 


W    ILLINOIS. 


R«rAlptH  from  rerume  uilKbt  fairly  l)o 
rtlTliIad  between  the  two  countries  uironttiiK 
to  population.  The  rate  of  revenue  now  col 
.<H-te<t  l«y  our  Oovernment  from  customs  iiikI 
Internal  revenue  l»  aiiout  *l(.<)7  per  Inhai  1- 
tant;  that  In  Canada  Is  a'lont  *5.»0.  In  a 
common  lal  union,  wltli  a  conuiion  tarllT  atnl 
the  bonier  free,  pn)lmi)1y  a  1  irger  part  of  tlin 
Imports  »i  ('ana4la  than  at  present  would 
enter  by  way  of  New  Vork  and  tlio  New 
England  porta,  and  the  re<elptH  nt  Canadian 
portH  wotild,  of  oouise,  conespouOlnKly  fall 
oir.  This  would  have  to  be  mljusted  by  pars- 
ing over  a  fsir  proporiiou  of  the  levenue  to 
Ciuiada.  All  those  details  could  soon  be 
fairly  settled  if  the  matter  were  once  earnest- 
ly undertaken. 

Who  would  oppose  111  In  this  country, 
some  special  intensts  feating  Canailtan  cimi- 
petltion  In  the  tiat'.e  in  leg.s,  the  supply  of 
flsli,  and  In  barloy,  perhaps  ;  but  with  general 
discussion  this  would  be  soon  oven  ome.  In 
view  of  the  great  advantages  to  be  gaUud. 
Within  five  years,  It  would  probably  double 
our  sales  to  Canada,  nlieady  about  $50,nO(\- 
000  annually.  In  fact,  we  now  export  more 
to  Canada  than  to  all  the  (entral  fud  South 
Anierioao  States.  Every  one  would  see  the 
benellts  of  a  wider  market  for  our  munu'ac- 
tures.  and  an  ampler  sni>ply  of  raw  materials. 
Our  rapidly  disappeaiing  forests,  which  will 
be  all  gone  in  25  year.«,  at  the  piesent  rate  of 
destruction,  would  be  re-euforced  by  the  vast 
w  00*1 8  of  Caua«'a. 

Many  of  our  people  di'^trnst  reciprocity 
treaties,  and  cl  anging  revenue  laws  by  diplo- 
macy. That  is  the  proper  work  of  Congi  ess 
and  cf  Congress  alone.  Some  would  fear  that 
a  common  tariff  with  a  foi  eign  country  would 
make  the  whole  system  uuchange.ible  in  any 
particular  wllhnut  the  «-006ent  of  both,  and 
thus  practically  put  it  beyond  the  power  of 
Congicss,  where  the  Constitution  puts  It. 
But  we  can  at  any  time  withdraw  f  i  om  a  <  om- 
mercial  union,  if  It  works  unfaiily,  and  oo 
power  can  be  taken  from  Congress,  or  be  even 
limited,  except  by  the  action  of  CongresM 
itself. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  oppositi*  n  of  Eng- 
land will  be  fatal-  tint  negotiations  must 
be  through  the  Rriti  h  goverumeut,  which 
would  never  consent  to  be  placed  in  a  !•  ss 
favorable  position  than  the  United  states  l>y 
the  Canadian  tariff.  It  is  not  certain  whether 
she  has  the  pow«r  to  contriil  the  quo-tion,  or 
the  position  to  stubbornly  oppo.'^e  the  meas- 
ure. Mr  Alexander  Gait  said,  in  1^80  a.m\  at 
other  times,  that  Canada  had  the  whole  power 
over  duties.  The  Marquis  of  L^  rue.  Governor- 
General.li-aid  in  ]88'2,  to  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment: "  You  have  the  power  to m»ke  tnaiie- 
on  your  own  responsibility  with  foreign  na- 
tions;"  but  lie  added,  "a:id  yrur  higlt  com- 


missioner Is  assi dated  for  pcrpc)s«  s  of  uego- 
lialloii,  with  ttio  rorclgli  omce." 

Ill  fact,  tliBj  have  leg  Mbitrdasihey  pleasi  d 
toudilng  'he  t.iiiff  upon  KiiKli«h  as  woll  ns 
otlit  ri^oods.  Th«  limit  i.f  tin  it  treatyiuaking 
pnwiM  would  ^ecm  t'<  t  xclinlc  <  luiiida  from 
making  any  tieaiy  art-  rtliiK  the  iMnninion  as 
a  portion  of  the  Brili-h  I  m  In^  .fudging by 
the  past,  i.ud  by  the  fatiMly  with  which  Ei  g 
land  has  consented  to  each  step  in  <'ana<tlau 
independence,  it  is  not  likely  tlisl  t  e  Impe- 
rial Clovernment  wouhl  iiiMexIbly  resist  a 
general  des'ru  of  the  Canaillan  people  for  a 
common  tariff  arrangement  with  the  l.'nited 
States. 

In  Canada  it  would  meet  the  active  oppot-i- 
tl(m  of  certain  ronnufai  tilling  liiteresta,  who 
would  dread  the  livaliy  of  cheaper  American 
golds  in  their  line  of  itroductlon;  of  all  the 
official  class,  who  would  of  coiir.«e  struggle 
hard  to  pre.'.erve  evt  lything  as  it  Is;  and  if 
all  thof  o  more  Immediately  under  English  In- 
•luence,  whose  first  thoight  wouhl  be  that 
f-udi  a  measure  would  tmil  to  exclude  Eng- 
lish goods  by  the  tariff,  while  admitting  the 
American  free  of  duty;  and  th»y  would,  no 
doubt  very  sincerely,  ngard  it  as  almost 
equivalent  to  annexation.  Bur,  among  the 
Canadian  people  generally,  the  dlscussli  n  of 
the  proposition  would  strbugthen  It  with  the 
grest  majority.  Tlie  powerful  mercantile 
class  In  every  town  and  v  illage  would  be  the 
lirsl  to  favor  it,  ?.m\  the  farmers  would  soon 
uuderstaiid  it.  Pei  hai  .s  a  \  ague  apprehension 
of  annexation  would  be  ;elt.  1  ut  with  (.-eueral 
dfsciission  of  the  subject,  and  its  business 
a'pect.a,  this  would  di.-api  ear.  They  would 
.soon  realize  that  our  citizens  are  no  longer 
eager  to  inco^pc  ate  new  peoples;  that  they 
refused  the  lich  and  >i)ulous  island  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  the  repul'  of  San  DouUiiko,  n 
l)oth  of  which  the  peopli  d  a!l  voted  for  an- 
nexation ;  that  they  dls  raite  and  I'etest 
tilibusteiiug ;  that  Alask  as  leluctant'y 
acceptctl  alter  we  foiiud  oni  ves  bound  In  a 
compact  with  Rus-ia.  who  h;.d  recently  bp»n 
to  us  a  good  friend  in  the  hour  of  trouljle. 
Ameri<  ans  do  not  cat  e  to  see  a  dozen  senators 
and  forty  members  In  C  tigress  reprcsf  nting 
a  new  popu'ation  suddeny  In  ought  Into  the 
Union.  The  imroen>e  vacant  region  of  good 
lands  in  the  northwtmt  would  l;e  welcome, 
but  it  will  be  long  before  we  will  consent  to 
incorporate  peoples.  The  work  of  assimilat- 
ing the  dlvei  se  elements  we  now  have  Is  quite 
euout  h  for  us. 


In  one  sense,  there  would  be  a  business  an- 
nexation of  each  nation  by  the  othtr;  but  it 
would  be  in  a  harmony  of  interests,  a  growth 
and  development  ^if  both,  tli;it  would  lea<l 
both  to  gieatuess,  Indei  endence  and  peace. 

BOBEKT    R.   HITT. 
Wanhington,  D.  C ,  April  H. 
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CONTINENTAL     FREE    TRADE. 


LETTER  FROM  GOLDWIN  SMITH. 


•!      ! 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Phila.  Amekican  : 

Yon  Lave  done  me  th'^  jnor  to  ask  me, 
among  othere.  to  express.  „».  opinion  on  tlif 
subject  of  Commercial  Union,  which  has  at 
last  been  brou^sht  wlth!n  the  field  >."  practicu. 
discussion. 

I  have  lunsf  maintained,  for  my  part,  that 
continental  Free  Trade,  with  a  full  reciprocity 
of  all  commerc;al  advantages  and  privileges, 
was  t'.t  dictave  of  nature  for  the  English 
speaking  people  of  this  continent,  and  the 
only  satisfactory  solution  of  tlie  fisheries 
question  and  of  all  commercial  questions 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

A  mere  reciprocity  treaty,  snch  as  we  had 
before,  is  very  difllcult  to  negotiate,  on  ac- 
count of  the  antagonisms  of  Interests  and 
paities,  and  when  concluded  it  has  but  a  pre- 
carious existence,  being  liable  to  be  over- 
lurued,  with  the  iudustri'^s  built  ppon  it,  by 
any  gust  of  intei  national  discord,  such  as 
that  which  ^tas  produced  by  t'l-i  Ti-ent  affair. 
Nor  does  it  relieve  us  of  tlie  expense  annoy- 
ance, and  estranging  influence  of  thecustoin.s 
line.  W  liat  we  want  is  to  be  rid  of  the  cus- 
toms line,  so  that  capital,  enterprise,  and 
commercial  life  may  circulate  with  perfect 
freedom  througli  the  whole  continent.  It  i^ 
needless  to  dilate  on  the  benefits  of  such  a 
change.  That  Canada  would  be  a  great  gainer 
few  Canadians,  I  believe,  doubt;  and  com 
mercial  men  in  this  country,  especially  in  the 
Western  States,  seem  to  think  that  the  I  ene- 
fit  would  be  mutual. 

Of  the  flsherits  question  there  appears  to 
be  n'>  final  and  happy  settlement  jut  complete 
participation,  such  as  existed  before  the 
Ameiican  Bevoluiion  had  divided  the  West- 
err  from  the  Easte-u  iwition  of  the  great 
Anglo-Saxon  realm.  The  flsliermen  being 
rough  men,  and  naturally  jealous  of  anything 
like  encroachment  on  iheir  iitelihood,  will  be 
apt  to  put  harsh  and  ii  ritAting  constructions 
on  any  treaty  regulations  that  you  can  make, 
and  the  trouble  will  be  constantly  renewed. 

The  Provinces  of  Canada,  in  rt  sped  of  thf  ir 
commercial  inierestc,  -ire  connected,  not  with 
each  other,  but  with  the  States  adjoining  each 
of  them  on  the  South ;  the  Maritime  Provinces 
with  New  England ;  Ontario  and  Quebec  with 
K ew  York  anu  Penn^ylvanla;  Manitoba  and 
the  Northwesteru  Territories  with  Minnesota 
and  Dak'.'ta ;  British  Columbia  with  th«  states 


on  the  Pacitlc  Coast,  The  MaTltii.-'e  Provipces 
feel  this  keenly,  aud  the  discoutei:t  excited 
by  their  Cor-mercial  severance  fron  New 
Ei'glaud  is  Ihj  lug  a  heavy  strain  on  Canadian 
confederation. 

Commercial  union  would  of  course  Involve 
assimilation  of  tariffs,  which,  however,  since 
the  raising  of  Canadian  impoit  duties  has 
brought  the  tariffs  more  neari'  to  a  level, 
would  present  no  insurmountable  obstacle  to 
negotiation  It  would  also  involve  an  assim- 
ilation of  the  liquor  duties,  to  preclude  fraud- 
ulent importation,  but  here  again  no  serious 
difilculty  would  be  encountered,  nor  need 
there  be  much  disturbance  of  the  fiscal  sys- 
tem on  either  side. 

An  attempt  is  being  made,  as  you  are  aware, 
in  Canada,  to  force  commercial  piosptrity  by 
means  of  a  protective  system.  But  whatever 
may  be  the  results  of  protection  in  the  case  of 
'he  United  States,  wldch  foim  a  continent 
producing  almost  everything  iu  itself,  for 
Canada,  with  her  unilovmly  cold  climate  and 
her  limited  range  of  protection,  the  .system  is 
unquestionably  a  failure.  Its  necessary 
efftct.-*,  as  Canadians  will  soon  become  con- 
vinced, arc  misdirection  of  capital  and  i  jdus- 
try,  financial  de  cit,  dearness  of  living,  and 
consequent  depopul.tion.  In  Manitoba  a:jd 
the  Northwest  especially,  which  are  purely 
agricultuta\  and  require  perfectly  free  im- 
i:  rtation  of  implements  and  of  everything 
necessary  for  the  farmer  in  a  newly  settled 
country,  the  pre^stire  of  the  system  has 
all  eady  been  felt.  Our  Canadian  manufactur- 
ers cannot  hopo  long  to  keep  things  as  they 
are,  and  they  will  probably  bd  le.l  to  perceive 
that  their  best  chance  of  protection  against 
the  competition  which  they  have  most  reason 
to  (head  liA  in  placing  themselves  tinder  the 
shelter  of  the  Amei  lean  tariff.  I  speax  as  one 
who  i.s  neither  a  Protectionist  nor  a  purist  of 
Free  Trade,  but  who  recognizes  in  .ill  fiscal 
matt-  rs  the  force  of  special  circumstances, 
ajid  the  neces.«lty  of  dea.ing  temlerly  with 
.  .stal dished  systems,  and  the  Industrial  Inter- 
ei-ts  which  have  been  built  upon  them. 

The  uuuatttial  chiiatter  of  the  commr^'cial 
division  between  the  Dominion  and  the  United 
States  leads  already  to  a  great  deal  of  smug- 
gling. When  the  Canad.an  North-we^t  fills 
up,  it  will  hardly  be  possible  to  maintain  a 
protective  tariff,  to  which  the  bolder  popula- 
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tioD  is  opposed,  along  an  opou  Irontier  of 
e'ght  iinntlrf  d  miles. 

Opposition  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  a 
comnier.  ial  union  of  this  4  ontinent  is  not  t'> 
be  apprelicnded.  f^ir  John  Macilonald,  by  his 
"Nati'Mial  Poll*  y,"  has  alrealy  taken  Canada 
completely  out  of  tliecoDiuierc'al  unity  of  the 
Enipirf,  and  he  hart  proclaimed  ttm  al  home 
rule  tor  Canadii  in  the  ttost  eniplialio  terms. 
Th*"  Britsh  peopi'j  are  aware  ol  tlia;  aud  in 
spite  of  the  curiov/i  fever-fit  of  Imperial  Fed- 
eralism which  i;  passing  overs  me  of  them, 
the  mass  of  iliem  have  a  g'ov.ing  conviction 
that  they  have  no  interest  in  interfeiing 
with  affairs  on  this  t-id<-  of  the  Atlaul  ic.  Only 
speak  them  fair,  instead  of  bullying  or  de- 
uonneiug  ihem,  aud  you  will  find  no  difficulty 
on  their  side. 

CanailU.n  politicians,  jealous  for  the  inte- 
grity tif  their  s-  parate  sphere,  are  apt  to  look 
askance  at  tummeicial  union,  because  they 


fear  that  it  may  briug  political  annexation  in 
Its  train.  But  if  the  two  sectl'ns  of  the 
EuKlish-speaking  population  of  th's  continent 
evt  r  unite.  It  ,vlll  be  because  iu  race,  language 
re'igion,  aud  institutions  they  are  one  people, 
not  because  a  customs  line  which  ran  between 
them  has  been  removed.  Take  away  every 
cu6tom-houte  oa  the  Pyrenees,  and  there  will 
be  no  tendency  to  a  union  of  France  with 
Spain.  The  ZoUvereiu  would  have  doufillttle 
towaidH  the  nni-lcatinn  of  Germany  without 
unifying  airencies  of  afar  wore  potent  kind. 
Of  any  wish  to  aggress  upon  Caiia  Han  inde- 
pendence I  have  never,  iu  all  my  intercourse, 
with  Americans,  perceived  the  slighttst  in- 
flication.  Canada,  when  the  customs  line 
which  strangles  her  commerce  has  been  abol- 
ished, will  be  still  the  misties^s  of  her  own 
p(»litical  d -stinies.  No  community  which  is 
vealiy  a  nation  can  desire  more. 

G0L.DW1.N  SMITH. 


THE    WAY    OUT    OF 

THE    CANADIAN    DIFFICULTY. 
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Editorial  from  the  "  philauKuImiia  amkuican." 


The  British  Governnieut  lias  li  rwan'etl  to 
Washington  a  proposiil  for  tlie  sett'flni'  nt  of 
our  dii^pute  with  Canada  whicli  it  liopes  will 
help  to  more  amicable  relations  l)etw»  eu  the 
Dominion  and  the  Ui  lit  rt  states.  It  has  the 
more  hope  of  lliis  as  it  does  not  approa<5h  the 
question  on  the  ground  of  mere  lechnicalitle«, 
as  the  Ottawa  {sovernment  has  d<>ue.  It  does 
not  support  Canada  in  tie  deteiminatiou  to 
exact  the  pound  of  Hesh  which  the  treaty  of 
1818  seems  to  call  for.  It  recognizes  the  fact 
that  within  tlie  >evonty  years  whicJi  have 
elap^  ed  since  that  treaty  was  made,  the  wlole 
atmosphere  of  international  law  Las  changed 
to  one  of  courtt  sy  and  ampler  libeity,  and 
that  the  United  Ptatf  s  h<  l<1s  a  vfry  ditTfreut 
place  in  the  commerce  and  <tiplon  acies  of  the 
world.  We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say  that 
the  diplomacy  of  Ottawa  has  been  too  much 
in  the  temper  of  the  proverbial  "country 
attorney."  We  aie  not  surprised  that  Lon. 
don  thinks  proper  to  take  a  diCerent  attltt'.de 
toward  the  case. 

It  is,  however,  true  that  a  settlement  of  the 
dispute  by  English  interference,  and  in  con- 
travention of  the  ideas  of  Canada  as  to  her 
own  Interests,  however  reason  able  in  itself, 
it  is  not  to  oar  liking  as  Americans.  It  seems 
to  u.>»  that  the  two  chief  powers  ot  the  Western 
woild,  the  foremost  represent  at  ives  of  its  civi- 
lization, ought  to  be  able  to  come  to  an  under- 
BtanMii  g  without  this  intervention  from  an. 
other  continent  aud  from  a  power  substantial. 
ly  alien  to  both  in  its  interests  and  i's  ideas 
of  policy.  It  is  not  in  harmony  with  thespirit 
of  the  Monroe  Doctrine,  however  little  it  may 
run  countei  to  its  h  ttor.  Canada  cannot  but 
feel  with  tome  blttfrness,  that  English iLter- 
vention  necessarily  takes  cluiracter  from  the 
views  of  British  Inteiests,  which  areaccepted 
by  the  government  for  the  time  in  power  in 
London,  and  feel  that— as  in  the  Fortune  Bay 
cnse— whether  the  decision  be  Just  or  nnju>t. 
i  will  have  the  air  of  an  offence  towanl 
'    r.    It  cannot  but  be  in  harmony  with  her 

elings,  if  Americans  were  to  look  past  these 
English  pi  010  nla  and  seek  some  inodtis  Vi- 
vendi which  would  be  acceitable  to  her,  and 
promotive  of  her  interests  as  an  Amtrican 
powi  r. 

Two  arrangements  have  been  tetted,  and 
Vfc  are  on  the  eve  of  tr.  ing  a  third,  none  of 
whiih  can  be  pionouuced  successful.  Re- 
clpiuoity  with   the    United   States   was  an 


en'ire  failure,  because  it  neither  secured  any| 
agreement  in  the  policy  of  the  two  countries, 
not'  arrai  gcd  for  any  fret-h  a<^inptation  in  ca.se 
oue  of  them  changed  its  policy.  The  arrange- 
meut,  which  was  not  unfair  in  1854  became 
grossly  so  before  18'j7.  The  settlement 
elTected  by  the  Treaty  of  Washington  was 
found  equally  oppressive  toAmeiiciin  inter, 
ests,  and  although  we  had  p^id  heavily  for 
our  share  of  the  bargain,  it  was  we  who 
to  minated  it  at  the  earliest  moment,  and 
Cai  ada  who  desired  its  continuance.  The 
policy  of  iriitating  restrictions  which  Canada 
lias  begun,  and  which  the  United  States 
ir<bably  will  adopt  by  way  of  retsiliation, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  either  normal  or  de- 
t-i'able  between  countries  so  clftsely  assocl 
ated  in  neighborhood,  in  the  community  of  so 
many  intei  ests.  All  th^se  have  failed,  or  will 
fail ;  and  it  remains  to  seek  some  other  which 
will  be  better  adapted  to  the  interests  of  both 
countries,  and  calculat<^d  to  put  an  end  to  the 
irritating  frictions  which  have  attended  all 
these. 

The  plain  common  sense  of  the  situation 
seems  to  us  to  point  to  a  policy  exactly  the 
reverse  of  the  policy  of  restriction  of  inter- 
course. We  aie  two  nations  very  similirly 
circumstanced.  Both  are  made  up  of  nien 
who  are  building  up  in  the  new  world  social 
structures  based  on  all  that  is  bt  st  in  the 
civilisation  of  the  old.  Both  have  much  the 
same  national  resources,  the  same  capa<  ity 
as  producers,  the  same  wants  as  consumers. 
Both  have  been  obliged  to  find,  it  the  protec- 
tive policy,  the  means  to  develop  an  itdus- 
trial  system  suited  to  the  demands  of  their 
natural  sitration.  Neither  is  content  to  make 
sliift  wiih  agriculture,  cattle  raising,  and 
the  siantymHuufaitures  which  co  lid  not  but 
come  without  collective  action  in  tie  foster 
ing  of  other  industries.  In  language,  in  faith, 
in  culture,  in  governmental  methods,  the  two 
coutiies  more  closely  resemble  each  other 
than  either  resembles  any  other  in  either  the 
old  or  the  new  wot  Id. 

Why,  then,  not  estab'lsh  absolute  freedom 
of  commercial  intercour.-e  between  them,  and 
abolish  the  costly  line  of  commercial  demar- 
cation, which  at  present  sunders  themi  The 
only  obstacle  to  such  a  plan  is  the  difference 
in  the  tariffs  of  the  two  onuntiles.  But  this 
dift'  rence  i-*  much  diminished  l<y  the  revisior 
of  our  tariff  in  1883,  following  the  adoption 
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of  Protection  by  Canada  in  1879  To  etfect 
the  estal)li.slimeiii  of  ajjreoiu*  nt  on  this  jxtint 
tliere  would  bt*  no  ne  d  of  any  I'orniHl  tn'ity 
rliroii^h  the  lnter\eutlon  of  Eiijilixh  d'plo- 
iiiacy.  All  tliiit  would  be  uecessaiy  wou!<l  bi 
the  a  .■<iml'ation  of  bo.'i  tariffs  to  an  agree- 
ment icachi'il  by  a  couimtssion  of  confeioiiee. 
ti'gftUer  Willi  the  removal  of  all  duties  from 
articles  whii  h  cross  the  common  frontier  in 
eil'.er  direction.  This  would  carry  with  it 
the  perfect  equaltzati<m  of  tl.o  status  of  the 
tishnnien  ot  bolli  nationalities,  both  on  the 
tishing-banics,  and  in  our  ports  and  markets. 

It  will  be  objected  that  this  arrangement 
will  sacrifice  the  intere.-t-<  of  certain  ila  ses 
in  I'Otii  countries.  Let  us  loolc  at  these 
."^fveia'ly. 

The  tishermen  of  Caniula  and  of  the  United 
States  will  be  left  fiee  to  <on)pete  with  each 
other  for  the  American  market,  on  terms 
equHlly  favorable  to  both.  Our  tl>heimen 
will  >ecure  access  to  the  inshore  fisht-ries, 
the  I ight  to  purchase  bait,  the  light  to  land 
and  dry  their  flsh.  tlie  right  to  forward  fresh 
lish  to  Amtrii  an  markets  by  rail.  Thee  will 
be  an  end  to  the  bounties  to  Canadian  fisher- 
men paid  by  the  Dominion  Government.  At 
the  same  time  the  Canadian  tishernn  n  will 
obtain  the  right  to  send  their  llsh  to  our 
markets  free  ot  duty.  The  position  of  the  two 
cla^se.s  wiU  be  eijualived  as  never  before,  and 
the  questions  now  in  dispute  simply  will  dis- 
appear. Under  the  terms  ot  equality  thus 
established,  and  never  before  enjoyed  by  our 
fishermen,  the  hardy  sons  of  New  England 
will  hold  their  own,  and  do  their  share  in 
building  up  that  industry  to  which  we  look 
for  our  supply  of  tralntd  seamen. 

It  is  alleged  that  our  lumbtr  interest  will 
be  saciiticfcd  by  the  fr.  e  importation  of  Cana- 
dian boaids  and  planks.  But  we  already  iin- 
Vort  saw-logs  free  of  duty ;  atd  our  supply 
of  many  sorts  of  timber  is  so  exhausted  that 
we  should  gain  by  a  greater  facility  to  draw 
on  the  ample  Canadian  supply.  On  the  tribu- 
taiies  of  ihe  St.  Lawretce  aie  great  forests 
offliie  timber  which  it  tow  hardly  pay^  to 
have  take  J  to  the  United  States,  becauro  of 


tlie  much  heavier  cost  of  sending  ^aw■logs 
M  an  caweil  liniber.  We  mu>t  look  at  this 
quei-tiiii  of  the  lumber  su;»pl}'  broatily,  in 
view  of  the  iiatiiuial  nei-'s  aj.d  not  simply 
with  refcii'm  e  to  thi.-  private  interest.  Lum- 
ber is  D,  thing  l>y  it.st-lf.  Its  slow  growth 
makes  it  a  v.  ry  dltlerf  nt  thing  from  a  wheat 
oreori «  rop;  the  uses  t»f  trees  in  relation  to 
the  rain  supply  make  a  limited  production  of 
lumber  a  beueflt  rather  than  a  loss.  And  the 
plant  of  the  indnstrv  is  neither  too  bulky  nor 
too  costly  to  prevent  iti  tranaftr  by  its  own- 
ers to  the  Ottawa. 

On  tlie  Canadian  side  it  is  alleged  that  the 
new  mannfactuiing  industries  of  the  Domin- 
ion will  bo  hurt  by  the  compeiitiou  of  thoxe 
longer  established  on  our  side  of  the  border 
v\  ill  they  be  more  in  danger  of  such  competi- 
tion than  aie  the  newer  mnnnfactories  of  our 
<wn  South  and  West '  The  ;ruth  is  that  in  a 
growing  continent  like  oui  s.  with  fresh  popu- 
lation pouiiiig  in  fii'in  the  old  world,  markets 
aie  expanding  whenever  Industries  aie  In  a 
normal  <!ondltion.  There  always  is  room  for 
t"  0  newer  estaldishniputs  in  such  a  country, 
if  I  hey  be  not  exposed  to  the  CTUshlng  com- 
petition of  the  overdone  industries  of  the  old. 
And  ther'anadian  Industries  have  some  im- 
p  rtant  advantages  in  the  possession  of  the 
great  water-power  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  present  cheapness  of  labor,  which  will 
enable  them  at  least  to  hold  their  own  against 
anycompetitlon  they  would  have  to  encounter 
from  us. 

.  The  establi.shmeut  of  such  an  arrangement 
would  have  an  aiditional  advantage  to  the 
pri'tected  industries  of  both  countries,  in  that 
it  would  impart  a  permanence  to  the  pro- 
tective polity  m  both  which  it  does  not  now 
possess.  For  the  take  of  this  freedom  of  na- 
tional intercourse  the  people  of  both  would 
stand  by  Protectien,  as  its  abandonment,  un- 
less simnltan'ious  in  both,  would  involve  the 
re-establisLmeut  of  the  custom-house  line— a 
line  which  now  sunders  our  continent.  Inter- 
cepts natural  intercourse,  and  breeds  dis- 
agreements between  the  two  great  Anglo- 
Savon  nationalities  of  the  New  World. 


1  absolute  freedom 
between  thein,  and 
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.:■•    COMMERCIAL    UNION    §,     i;  : 

BETWEEN   THE 

UNITED    STATES    AND    CANADA 


LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  J.  W.  LONGLEY, 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL  OP  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


Dear  Sib: 

The  proposition  to  tiliP  ilown  the  custom 
houscH  between  tlieUuited  States  and  Canada, 
and  proA-ide  for  a  common  tariff  against  the 
rest  of  tbe  world,  is  the  most  wide  reaching 
and  important  political  matter  now  deraand- 
tDft  thH  consideration  o.  the  great  English- 
speaking  communities  of  North  America.  It 
is  momentous,  not  alone  on  account  of  the 
commercial  difficulties  it  would  overcome, 
and  the  commercial  advantages  it  would  se- 
cure to  the  people  of  both  countries,  but  not 
less  for  its  inevitable  consequences  upon  the 
social  and  political  relations  between  the  two 
peoples,  between  the  Empire  and  the  Great 
Re])ublic  which  has  grown  up  in  America. 

View»id  from  a  Canadian  standpoint.it  seems 
tbe  complement  nece.'rsary  to  the  commere'al 
existence  and  pro.sperity  of  the  Dominion. 
However  warm  the  political  8ympa*hies  may 
be  between  the  several  provinces  of  the  Do- 
minion—and there  is  a  que.-.tion  about  that— 
no  one  can  honestly  say  that  there  is  any 
natural  commeiclal  relationship  between 
them.  Between  tlie  Maritime  Provinces  and 
Ontario  there  is  but  little  trade,  and  that  lit- 
tle is,  for  the  most  part,  artificial  and  proftt- 
less.  Between  Ontario  and  Manitoba  ther<^ 
is  some  trade,  but  the  latter  province  would 
prefer  to  trade  with  the  States  and  Territories 
to  the  south  of  it.  Between  British  Co'.umbia 
and  the  rest  of  the  Dominion  there  is  scarcely 
any  natural  trade  at  all. 

On  the  other  hand,  between  the  Ma  itime 
Pnvinces  and  the  New  ELglaud  State's  tliere 
is  tne  most  natural  and  intimate  conimeiciHl 
relatlone'np,  which  no  liosti  e  barriers  liave 
been  able  to  destroy.  Between  Ontario  and 
the  great  States  of  New  Yort,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  there  is  astcidy, 
active,  and  valuable  trade  Between  Manitoba 
and  the  Northwest,  and  Minnesota,  Dakota 
and  Montana,  is  the  natural  course  of  tr  .de  ; 
while  British  Columbia  finds  its  complement 
in  Calitornla  and  Oregon.  An  examination  of 
a  large  map  of  North  America  will  reveal  the 
whole  si taatlou  at  a  slauce. 


Why  this  customs  line,  extending  all  the 
way  from  the  Atlantic  tf>  Ihe  PaciHc,  should 
exist,  is  a  problem  for  some  ing^niovs  Intellect 
I  to  solve.  If  It  Is  a  good  tiling  to  lia-e  custom 
I  houses  dividing  territories,  then  it  would  be 
j  the  correct  policy  to  intersect  Ontcrio  with  a 
customs  line,  and  to  guard  Cincinnati  from 
the  dangerous  competition  of  Cleveland  by  a 
customs  line  between  Northern  aud  aoutlit- rn 
Ohio.  If  the  peot)le  of  the  United  states  were 
Turks  or  Chinese,  there  might  be  a  reason  for 
wishing  to  discourage  iutimat*'  intercourse. 
If  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  were  Indians  or 
Patagonians,  then  the  United  States  niii?ht 
be  indirterent  in  regard  to  all  kinds  of  rela- 
tionship. But,  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
people  of  the  two  countries  are  identical  in 
race,  langun  e.  laws  and  institutions,  then 
these  bavrlers  indeed  seem  absurd  and  unac- 
countable. 

But  there  are  ditticulties,  and  these  can  only 
be  overcome  bv  mutual  forbearance  and  c  'U- 
ces-ion.  The  average  American,  confident  ef 
the  position  of  his  countrs',  views  the  matter 
with  iiiditl'ereiice,  and  is  disposed  to  treat 
Canada  with  contempt.  Recognizing  that  the 
trade  ol  the  United  States  is  yearly  becoming 
more  valnable  «nd  imp  Ttant  to  Canada  than 
the  trade  of  Great  Biitaiu,  the  ordinary  Am- 
erican cannot  understiind  why  Canada  should 
not  at  oace  bow  down  before  lier  great  neigli- 
bor  and  nuike  terms.  But  the  man  who  elim- 
inates sentiment  as  a  lactor  in  making  his 
calculations  in  regard  to  communities  of  m<'ii 
is-ureto  re»ch  erMcco'.ia  results.  SensiMi 
Canadians  lealize  plain'y  enoagh  that  un  t- 
stricted  trade  wi  h  the  United  States  would 
l.e  "f  imnlen^e  value,  and  thry  are  anxious  to 
.secure  it  But  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that 
Canada  is  a  part  of  tlie  British  Empire,  and 
the  Canad  an  people  are  loyal  t**  British  in- 
terests, not  in  a  tense  of  toadyism,  but  In  a 
just  sense  or  mutual  obligation.  Great  Britain 
has  always  dealt  fairly  with  Canadit,  and  the 
people  of  Canada,  if  they  are  worthy  of  the 
race  from  wlilch  tfiey  sprang,  will  deal 
squarely  with  Great  Britain.    It  18  quite  pos- 
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Bible,  at  no  Oi  tint  date,  a  loint  may  be 
reached  when  tlie  intcre-,ts  of  Canada  and  the 
Interests  of  the  Empire  will  begin  U>  separate, 
and  the  two  couniri<'8  will  pursue  their  career 
along  divergent  paths;  but  the  feelings  of 
mutual  regard  and  attachment,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  never  be  extinguished. 

The  people  of  the  Tnited  States  must  ap- 

proach  the  people  of  Cava.la  on  this  question, 

not  with  the  expectation  that  the  latter  are  j 

going,  for  the  n.ere  .sake  of  cnmme-cial  atl- , 

vantage,  to  throw  the  interest-*  of  the  Empire  | 

aside,  and  join  thtir  interests  with  those  of  the  ] 

ereat  nation  on  tlieir  own  c.mtinent ;   but, 

■ather,  that  in  a  closer  relationship  betw.  en 

the  two  great  count-ies  of  North  America 

there  may  be  a  growth  of  tl  at  si.irlt  of  n.u- 

tual  regard  between  the  United  States  and 

Great  Britain  which,  during  the  past  twenty 

years,  1  as  been  so  liappi'y  dev.  lopirg.    I  ao 

not  believe  that  (.     at  Britain  will  Interpose 

»ny  obstacle  to  a  Commen  lal  Union  between 

the  United  Stales  and  Canada  if  the  Cana.ii«n 

people  give  unmistakable ev.dence of  u  doaire 


for  It  Th(s  iiMtre  Intimate  and  cordial  the  rela- 
tions letween  Canada  and  tV.e  United  States, 
the  more  lapldly  will  all  indications  of  ill  will 
between  the  British  and  American  people 
disappear. 

I  have  Just  had  time  to  express  a  strong 
sen' e  of  the  value  and  importance  of  a  Com- 
mercial Union,  and  to  hint  at  the  spiilt  in 
whit  h  the  United  States    from  whom  such  a 
I  proposition  must  eoianate-should  approach 
lit.    The  paslng  of  Mr.  Butterworth's  pro- 
po.sed   mea-ure  by  thv.  American  Congress 
I  will,  in  my  Judgment,  be  an  enormous  s*ep  in 
the  accomplishment  of  this  great  object.    ::.e 
'  tempest  in  a  teapot,  over  the  wretched  rtsher- 
'  ies  dispute.  Is  unworthy  of  great  and  enllght- 
'  ened  communltlt ...    Let  us  forget  all  about 
'  tl  e  h'  rring  aud  the  codtis'',  and  take  a  gteat 
i  step  In    ho  direction  id  natural  trade,  liiter- 
inailonal  comity,  aid  the  ultimate  lounionof 
\  the  English-speaking  race. 
j  J.   W.  LOXGLEV. 

Halifux,  MaicU  28,  1887. 
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MEMORANDUM  CONCERNING  CANADA. 


FROM  WHARTON  BARKE!^,  ESQ., 

-TO- 

HON.  WM.  M.  EVARTS,  SENATOR  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


PJitladelpMn,  January  5th,  188(5. 
The  expiry  of  the  settloiiieiit  of  the  Fish- 
eries Question,  which  was  liiruislied  by  the 
Treaty  of  Wasliiugtou,  re-oiieiis  the  still 
larger  question  of  our  coiiiniert  ial  relations 
TFitli  tlie  Domlniou  of  C-'anada.  Presideut 
C  levelaiid  has  intimated  Ins  sympatliy  with 
tlie  vitrw  tliat  a  closer  conne  tion  witli  our 
neighbor  on  the  North  would  be  to  tlie  ad- 
vautaiteot  b  th  countries;  and  there  is  llie 
usual  pressure  from  New  England  and  north- 
ern New  York  for  a  revival  of  Recipro  ity 

The  general  objections  to  tteaties  of  re- 
ciprocity, which  Mr.  Clevelands  message  has 
laid  before  Congress,  apply  'with  as  much 
force  to  the  case  of  Canada  as  to  any  others. 
There  is  one  other  and  still  lareater  objection 
in  this  case,  that  sucli  a  treaty  with  Canada 
would  not  relieve  us  from  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  along  our  Northern  frontier  a 
custom  h  use  line,  whose  growing  costliness 
would  be  equalled  on'y  by  its  pennant  nt  in- 
efficiency. And,  as  our  last  ba'gain  of  this 
kind  with  Canada  showeil,  the  establishsuent 
of  Reciprocity  is  attended  with  constant  and 
annoying  disputes  as  to  which  party  had  got 
the  bettt-r  of  the  other,  and  which  >;tas  carry- 
ing out  its  terms  with  the  greater  honesty. 

The  time  seems  ripe  for  a  bolder  and  mote 
Btateamanlike  arrangement  wUh  our  neigh- 
bors on  the  North.  For  seven  year.-*  past  they 
have  been  following  our  examp'e  in  protect- 
ing their  home  industries  against  foiei;<n 
competition.  This  poll,  y  has  liad  a  large 
measure  of  success,  and  Canada  is  to-day 
more  confirmed  in  its  attachment  to  its  Na- 
tional Policy,  as  it  well  calls  it,  than  at  the 
first.  But  there  has  been  a  limit  to  its  suc- 
ce--8,  which  might  have  been  foreseen  f  i  om  the 
first.  The  population  of  the  Dominion  is  less 
than  five  million  people,  and  these  are  divided 
by  natural  obstructions  into  groups,  whicli 
have  but  little  natural  coiLmerce  witli  each 
other,  while  they  wou'd  have  much  with  the 
a<1.)acent  American  States  if  they  were  not 
euudered  by  politxal  boundaries.  The  largest 
gioup  that  in  the  two  old  Canadian  provinces 
— uumber«j(il  two  million  eight  hundred  tlious- 
aiiit  people  in  1881.  The  develupmeut  of  a 
vigorous  manufacturing  system  under  such 
condilious  is  almost  impossible ;  the  market 


accessible  is  too  sm  ill  for  the  existence  of 
large  and  competing  estaldisliments,  except 
in  the  case  of  few  industries.  For  this  reason 
the  Protectionists  of  Canada  liave  had  to  be 
content  with  statistical  exhibits  of  the  suc- 
cess of  their  polity  in  opening  new  chainicls 
of  employuieut,  which  are  far  from  what  could 
be  de-siied.  With  this  exp  rience  behind 
them,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
they  are  ready  to  consider  a  proposition  to 
extend  those  markets,  by  bfcoming  a  pat t  of 
our  industrial  area,  and  througli  the  entire 
abolition  of  restraints  upon  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 

A  Commercial  Union  with  Canada,  such  as? 
is  hereproposfcd  as  preferable  to  reciprocity, 
would  be  established  on  the  footing  of  a  com- 
mon tariltfor  both  countries,  and  the  distri- 
'Mition  of  the  receipts  from  customs  on  tlie 
basis  of  population,  or  on  some  other  basis 
that  might  be  thought  more  equitable.  As 
the  present  Canadian  tariff  contains  many 
duties  "tor  revenue  only,"  its  assimilation  to 
our  own  would  be  attended  by  some  loss  of 
revenue  to  Canada ;  and  it  would  not  be  un- 
fair to  guarantee  her  a  sum  equal  to  her 
p-esent  receipts  for  a  number  of  ytars.  By 
this  arrangement  the  custom-houses  of  both 
countries  would  be  along  the  Atlantic  coast 
alone,  and  each  group  of  the  Ca!ia:lian  prov- 
inces would  interchange  its  products  with 
the  adjacent  group  of  Ameri<  an  States,  ais 
freely  as  though  all  w  ere  parts  of  the  saui- 
country.  In  a  word  it  would  etTect  just  sacii 
a  fiscal  revolution  as  in  1789  changed  the 
thirteen  American  States  from  a  number  of 
isolated  industrial  communities,  into  a  conn 
try  connected  by  mutual  services  and  benflt^. 

On  the  Canadian  side  of  the  line  such  an 
arrangement  is  distrusted  by  some,  as  a  fore- 
runner of  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  annex- 
ation. Within  the  last  twenty  years  the 
American  people  hav'e  given  the  world  assur 
ance  enough  that  they  are  amply  satisfied 
with  the  area  Providence  has  assigned  them, 
and  that  they  find  the  problems  they  haAc 
already  on  their  hands  quite  enough  to  ta^ 
their  energies  Avithout  increasing  them  by 
adopting  those  of  their  neighbors.  Canada 
has  neither  that  hom"genity  with  our  own 
people,  uor  that  internal  concord,  whl<'h  make 
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UMpiopoHitionuf  h  r  addition  to  as  an  attrac- 
tive one.  We  have  every  n  ason  for  wlaliiDg 
Will  10  her;  none  at  all  for  d«-8iriug  to  abs  rb 
h«r.  And  I  lie  notion  that  commercial  uiiiou 
Involves  yolitical  abHorption,  whtre  tlie  peo- 
pI«conceined  are notpnliti"  ally  liomog  nons, 
it  fully  refuted  by  ti.e  exauip  e  of  England 
Ireland. 
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No  American  interest  would  be  adversely 
affected  by  this  arrangement,  while  th  se  of 
Cftna  a  would  be  greatly  heneflttd.  It  is  true 
tLat  we  would  b  gin  to  draw  more  freely 
opon  the  forests  of  the  Domiui  n  for  our  sup- 
ply of  lumber,  and  that  some  opp  stiion  ma;. , 
ttorefore.  be  expected  fiom  the  lumber  inter- 
Mts  of  Michig.in.  But  in  this  matter  it  be- 
booves  u.s  to  have  respect  to  larger  national 
Interests  than  those  of  the  lumbei  men.  Our 
ftorests  are  rapidly  dlsappeiring  befoie  tlie 
demand  for  ridlroad-ties  and  other  forms  of 
lambcr,  and  any  arrangeui- nt  that  wuld 
obeck  the  draft  h  l  pon  them  would  Jie  a  national 
toeoettt.  The  p  i  sent  duty  on  all  lumlier,  but 
saw-h>gs,  is  a  prem  um  on  the  evtinitinn  of 
<M||r  Ameiicau  forests,  whose  removal  would 
111  a  uu-aHiire  of  mitional  protection.  Canada 
bis  oLou^^li  and  to  siiai  e  for  our  use,  and  a 
dSaln  which  only  implies  the  opening  of  her 
aiea  to  agriculture,  nuamt  the  deiiiment  of 
onis  through  the  distiiihunce  of  the  rain  aup- 
jly  over  a  lai  ge  pai  t  of  our  area. 

The  Commercial  union  of  the  iwocountries 
Would  furnish  the  best  po.^sib>  solution  of  the 
trtheries  question -tliat  peieiinial  puzzle  of 
<nir  diplomats.  We  should  pay  no  price  fur 
t^e  use  of  her  fishiug-grouu  i?,  and  lay  no  r*.- 
lllictiims  on  the  importation  of  her  tish.  Our 
likbeimen  ■would  have  the  same  advantages 
aad  fi!cil  tie.-*  of  all  kinds  as  her  own;  aud 
tbe  endless  tangle  of  (juestions  aiiddisp  tes 
wnuld  du'Hppeai-  as  completely  as  though  we 
•jWie  the  owners  of  the  ist.  Lawrente  Gulf. 

The  admission  of  Caralian  shi5>ptng  to  our 
coasting  trwle  would  be  a  natural  aud.  per- 
haps, !i  ii(  essary  feature  of  the  arr.iiige(ueiit. 
Tlie  peop.e  of  the  .*ei;lioaril  provinces,  like 
ttiose  of  our  Kew  Englaud  .States,  take  to  the 
iea'aring  life  much  more  readily  than  d  .  the 
J6iihabi;aiits  of  our  more  sciuthein  c  last.  If 
&ice  we  were  to  adopt  them  heaitijy  into  our 
Jpiercautilt)  marine,  we  might  look  to  thiiu  for 
pie  permanent  and  ample  supply  of  shipping 
^r  our  coastwise  trale,  aud  for  that  tiade 
iritli  tUo  Wcbl  Ii:dies,  w^ich  is  now  liaus- 


a  ted  80  largely  iu  European  bottoms.  Our 
dependeuce  upon  Norwegian  or  ItHlian  ves- 
^els  for  such  a  service  as  tl>'«  would  come  t<» 
an  end  with  the  remo\alof  the  line  of  custom- 
house deuiaication,  which  sunders  us  in  the 
sea,  as  well  as  on  the  laud,  from  oar  nearest 
American  neighbors. 

The  re  a  ions  of  ia',ior  would  not  be  modified 
by  the  new  arrangemeut  except  so  far  an  the 
increased  pro-perlty  of  Canada  would  put  a 
check  t"!  the  immigiation  of  her  Fieuch  peo- 
ple into  the  United  States.  At  present  the 
existence  of  a  g"eat  supply  of  underpaid  and 
unemployed  lab  'raci  OSS  the  bordr,  work-as 
badly  for  our  workman,  as  does  the  influx  of 
Irish  lahor  iuUi  Great  Britain  for  the  British 
wi  rkmau.  It  is  in  the  iuterest-  of  American 
iMbor  that  we  should  level  up  Cauadian  con- 
ditions by  an  industrial  assimilation  of  the 
two  countries,  since  t'.ere  is  no  means  of  ex- 
cluding the  Canadian  wmkman  from  our 
counti  y,  if  any  such  were  desirable.  Already 
much  has  been  done  by  the  protective  policy 
ol  Canada;  but  the  same  causes  which  have 
kept  that  from  being  a  perfect  success,  have 
also  operated  to  prevent  Canadian  wages  and 
opp(utunlties  of  employment  from  equalling 
iiuia. 

Our  task  and  that  of  the  Canadians  is  the 
same.  We  are  buth  ciig.aged  in  the  work  of 
converting  a  great  continent  into  a  continent 
of  civ  ilization,  fieedoiu,  and  Christian  faith. 
They  are  the  only  co-workers  with  us  with 
whom  we  can  feel  the  do-est  sympathy,  for 
our  neighbors  southward  are  separated  from 
us  by  barriers  higher  aud  m^re  impassable 
than  tlioseof  poliiical  divisi(ui.  If  for  a  time 
Cauad  t  seemed  to  be  drawn  by  attr  action  to 
an  uu-Ameiican  ideal  of  her  position,  and  to 
clieiish  pi>lHic:il  and  industrial  d  -pendeuce 
upon  Europe,  that  time  has  passed  away. 
Every  recent  movement  in  her  history  has 
brought  us  into  more  intimate  agreement  as 
to  t!;e  goal  of  our  common  endeavor,  and  tiie 
means  by  which  it  is  to  be  alralned.    The 

iii.e  seems  to  have  come  for  removing  the 
last  barrier  to  the  closest  fellowship  in  the 
administration  of  our  <ommon  heritage  of  re- 
so  aces  and  capacities. 

For  these  reasons,  tlie  appointment  of  a 
joint  ci»mmi8slon  to  open  this  question  with 
the  Canadian  government,  at  the  eirli est  date 
possible,  is  urgently  deslied  by  many  of  the 
le  pie  of  both  countries. 


i  i  ' 


RESOLUTIONS 


—OP   THE- 


NATIONAL    BOARD    OF    TRADE. 


ST.  LOUIS   SESSION,  1871. 


Mr.  Plumeh,  of  Boston  :  On  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Delegates  from  the  Dominion  Board  of  Trade,  I  beg  to  submit  as 
th'  ir  report  the  following  resolution,  unanimously  recommend*  d  by  them 
to  the  Board  for  its  adoption  : — 

Rtsoh'td,  That  the  Executive  Council  be  directed  to  memorialize  Congress 
to  provide,  by  law,  for  the  appointment  ot  a  Commission  to  meet  Commis- 
sionfrs  from  the  Dominion  of  Canada — should  the  Dominion  Government 
appoint  a  like  Commis'sion — to  negotiate  a  basis  of  a  Ireaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  for  commercinl  relations  with  ihe  Dominion 
of  Canula  upon  the  following,  or  some  other  broad  and  comprehensive 
principhs: 

1st.  The  introduction  of  all  manufnotures  and  products  of  the  United 
States  into  the  Dtmiiiiou  of  Can  a  free  of  import  duty,  and  the  like 
concession  by  the  United  Stales  to  .li^  manufactures  and  products  of  t lie 
Dominion.  ;   '  •  » 

2d.  Unifoini  laws  to  be  passed  by  both  countries  for  ihe  imposition  of 
duties  on  imports,  and  for  internal  taxation;  the  sums  collected  frcmi  these 
sources  to  be  placed  in  a  common  treasury,  aad  to  1  e  divided  between  the 
two  countries  by  a, per  capita,  or  some  other  equally  fair  ratio. 

3d.  The  adm  ssion  of  Dominion  built  ships  and  vessels  to  American 
registry,  enrollment,  and  liceuse,  and  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  coasting 
and  foreign  trade. 

4th.  The  Dominion  to  enlarge  its  cana's  and  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  St.  Lavrence,  and  to  aid  in  iho  buihling  of  any  great  lines  of  inter- 
national railioad,  and  to  place  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  same 
position  as  to  the  use  of  such  works  as  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  the 
Dominion,  the  United  States,  and  the  several  States,  giving  the  citizens  of 
the  Dominion  the  same  rights  and  privileges  over  works  of  the  same 
character  in  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plumer,  the  report  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and 
the  lesolution  was  adopted  unanimously. 
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lADE. 


UNITED  STATES  POINT  OF  VIEW. 


MR.  WIMAN  BEFORE  THE  NEW  YORK  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 
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New  YoiiK,  February  23. — The  following  sreech  w.is  delivered  l>y  the 
Presidt  ut  of  the  Cauadinu  ("*\\o  before  the  New  York  IJoaid  of  Trade  and 
Transportation  at  the  Hotel  Jirunswick  : — 


SWEEI'INQ  AWAY  COMMEUCIAL  HAKKIRItS.       | 

Mr.  WIMAX  miirt  tliat  tlie  |»ossll»llitU's  aris- j 
ing  out  of  the  freest  cniniiiercial  relation!*  be- 
tween t;.e  ruitetl  State-*  anrl  Canada  were  i 
worthy  of  the  hlKl>tv-<t  con.-iileration.  aI 
period  in  tlie  history  of  the  two  countries  had  , 
been  reached  when  it  was  possible  that  al'.  the 
comaiercial  barriers  between  them  couhl  be 
swept  away.  The  time  had  (oine,  the  speaker 
believed,  when  it  was  feasihle  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  could  pervade  the 
wliole  northern  <  outinent  and  that,  without 
let  or  hindiunce,  the  development  of  t!»e 
Norih-Wfst,  which  had  been  so  niarvellois, 
and  which,  so  far  as  the  United  Slates  were 
concernei',  had  now  almost  reached  its  bound- 
ary line,  would  continue  to  contribute  to  the 
greatness  of  this  nation.  Tin-*  development 
wltldn  the  Camidian  1  nea  had  jrone  forwar  1 
With  a  rapidity  quite  e(iual  to  that  of  the 
Unittid  StJiies.  The  giowtii  in  a  I  material 
resp-ct*  of  Canatia,  iu  tier  spleu'lid  cities  in 
the  extens  on  oi  her  railways,  the  improve- 
ment of  her  public  works,  and  in  the  steady 
progress  of  all  that  (ioes  to  make  up  a  great 
nation,  maUe  her  to-day  a  vt  ry  attractive 
Held  for  the esteusion  of  bisiness. 

Have  jou  reali:;.'d  the  maj^nitude  of  Can- 
ada! Its  area  covers  8,500,000  square  miles, 
while  tlial  of  the  United  States  cover>j  only 
3,036,000  square  miles.  Canada  is  equal  in 
extent  to  nearly  the  whole  continent  ol 
Europe.  It  will  bo  said  that  this  is  large'y 
madd  up  of  inhospitable  and  unproductive 
regions.  But  the  modiflcation  of  the  climae, 
through  the  influence  of  large  bo  lies  of  fresh 
water,  is  sutUcient  to  remove  from  it  the  re- 
proach of  sterility,  till  now  its  wheat-gi'owing 
zone  far  exceeds  that  of  the  United  States 
and  wheat  was  one  of  the  most  delicate  of 
plants. 

PUOl'OSED   RECirUOClTY. 

II  between  that  great  country,  possessing 
many  advantages  which  this  country  does 
not  possess— if  between  these  two  great 
oonntrie^  a  complete  commercial  freed  m 
should  exist,  is  it  not  a  question  which  should 
receive  the  most  thorough  and  the  most  tm- 
2 


partial  c(mslderation1  As  a  sign  of  the  at- 
tt'iition  \vh  ch  the  matter  was  lecclving,  the 
bill  as  introduced  iu  Congitss  by  the  Hon. 
Benjaiu  n  Buttvrworth,  of  'Mlo,  was  leferrMl 
to.  That  measure  proposed  a  complete  inter> 
cliange  between  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada of  every  pioduct,  whether  natu'al  or 
maunfactur>  d.  it  sv.ept  out  of  sight  all 
custom  house-,  and,  if  made  cfTectlve,  would 
open  up  a  new  m.irket  among  live  millions  of 
people  for  the  United  States.  Without  as- 
suming any  p  1  t.cal  entanglements,  without 
undertaking  any  tinancial  obligations,  with- 
out adding  a  dollar  to  taxati(ui.  the  op*  ration 
of  this  proposal  for  tree  commeicial  lelations 
would  not  only  materially  extend  the  con- 
ai  mptlon  of  the  products  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  would  place  within  cheapened 
access  numerous  products  of  Canada  which 
ihe  people  oft  lie  United  States  needid.  They 
not  (Uily  nt  eded  iheiu,  but  they  could  nowhere 
else  get  them  to  such  advantage. 

IHE  CANAUlAX  FISIIEKIBB. 
Take  for  ii  stance  the  fisheries  of  Canada, 
which  are  the  largest,  the  richest,  and  the 
most  acce.-sible  in  the  wdrld.  Twenty-live 
hundred  miles  of  sea  coast  in  the  Atlantic 
alon**,  a  dislauee  almost  equal  to  that  from 
Cape  Cod  on  the  Atlantic  to  the  remotest 
point  on  the  Pacific- three  thousnnd  miles  in 
the  Pacific  and  inand  seas -in  all  over  five 
thousiud  five  hun  red  miles  of  coast  in  a 
northern  latitude,  wh- re  the  flsli  Is  at  its 
finest,  i.s  as  mmh  a  nati'mal  po-session  of 
Canada  as  are  the  ir.uriesof  IHino's  or  the 
forests  of  Maine.  Fish  food  from  the  Po'ar 
regions,  brought  to  these  <  oasts  by  Arctic  cur- 
rents,  affords  a  sustenance  for  countless  mil- 
lions of  fish,  destined  in  turn  for  the  susten- 
auce  of  human  life.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
Canada  hods  firmly  to  her  vast  fishing  in- 
terests The  advantage  wliich  she  derives 
from  the  bait  which  lines  her  shores  indented 
by  uumerous  b»ys.  is  a  geographiial  one. 
When  you  recall  tlie  fact  that  twenty-five 
per  cant,  of  the  cost  of  the  ordinary  fishing 
voyage  is  found  in  the  bait,  you  will  see  how 
important  an  elemeet  it  is.    If  this  bait  caa 
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be  secuioa  by  dlpplnK  It,  as  It  \«-ere,  from  the , 
Canaaiau  shores  of  the  eea  into  carts  ami 
Bmall  boatH,  Its  poM  esslon  l8  like  the  poH.sf.s- 
Blou  of  HiM'd  loni  or  wltv!  in  an  aKrtcultural 
conmimiliy.  To  sell  one'H  seed  corn  wi.ulil 
be  folly.  To  pi  niiit  its  sale  to  a  competitor, 
•witlioul  conipeuHatlou  or  coueltleratiou.  l»to 
give  \\\^  ihe  advantages  of  gei'graphicalloca 
tlou  aud  proprietary  rlgiits  as  dlstiuctive  as 
ftuy  other  iiati  nal  right  This  is  uot,  how- 
ever, the  proper  place  to  discuss  tliis  ques- 
tion. It  is  sinip'y  alluded  to  heeiiiise  it  shows 
the  advantages  whicli  would  cdnm  to  the 
r  nited  sti.tes  if  tlie eullro  fishing  facilii iesof 
the  vast  eoa^t  line  could  bo  thrown  opm  to 
li.  r  enterprise  aud  industry.  The  harvests  of 
the  sea  liave  been  but  skimmed.  Properly 
c::ltivated  as  they  would  be  with  opcu  mar- 
kets in  tills  vast  country,  and  a<  a  reward  for 
Amerithu  enterprise  and  the  investmtnt  of 
c.ipiial  ai;d  skill,  the  food  products  of  tlie 
o.  ean  could  be  quiidrupled  The  cost  of  sus- 
tenance of  human  life  in  all  our  large  centres 
could  thus  be  immensely  decreased,  aud 
coupled  with  the  vast  productive  agricultural 
forces  on  the  ranches  and  prairies  this  ele- 
ment could  be  drawn  upon  for  a  large  coutri- 
bution  towards  the  sustentati'U  of  human 
life  at  the  cheapest  possible  rates. 

CANADIAN  WHEAT  FIELDS. 

But,  aside  from  the  tisheries  of  Canada, 
■wliich  are  so  rich  and  .so  vast,  aud  the  possi- 
bility of  future  development  for  tho  benefit 
of  the  United  States,  there  are  numerous 
other  products  which  the  United  States 
m  ght  well  avail  tl.emstlves  of.  Take  for 
In-tance,  the  article  of  wheat,  and  recall  the 
steady  growth  northward  of  its  production. 
Withm  the  memory  of  most  middle-aged  men, 
tl.e  Genesee  Valley,  in  New  York  State,  was 
the  great  wheat  producing  region.  Roches- 
ter was  called  the  Flour  City  because  of  its 
once  famo  s  mills,  now  idle.  Then  came  Ohio, 
then  Illinois  and  Iowa  but  now  in  these  later 
d  ys,  the  production  of  wheat  tor  export  and 
for  the  sustenance  of  the  pi  ople,  is  confined 
largely  to  the  northern  reglous,  such  as  Min- 
nesota, Dakota,  ai  deven  Montana.  Hasany- 
ouo  yet  realized  what  tins  northern  tendeucj- 
means,  and  how  far  it  will  affect  the  great 
C.inadhin  wheat  producing  regions?  Why  is 
It  that  in  Manitoba  and  the  Northwestern 
T-  rrilorles  wheat  is  produced  to  the  greatest 
advantage  is  found  In  two  great  facts,  the 
first  of  which  is  that  there  are  two  hours 
more  of  sunshine  during  the  summer  months, 
owing  to  their  nearnesa  to  the  Arctic  circle, 
than  in  any  other  region  in  which  wheat  can 
be  grown.  These  two  houi  s  add  immensely 
to  the  productive  power  of  the  region.  A  gain, 
the  depth  of  frost  is  such  that  It  never  quite 
leaves  the  ground,  but  with  the  strength 
and  the  length  ol  the  sun's  rays  theexndatiin 
!•  const  nt,  (10  that  dry  weather  and  drought 


lose  half  their  terrors.  With  those  and  other 
advantaget.  recall  the  fact  tliat  there  are  yet 
three  humored  aud  sevenly-Hve  millions  of 
acres  of  agricultural  lands  to  be  brought  iuto 
cultivation  in  the  Canadian  North- West,  and 
thai  the  wheat  zone  of  Canada  covers  no  less 
a  sp  ce  than  one  mllllou  two  hundred  thou- 
sand square  miles.  If  in  this  tendency  north- 
ward, and  all  the'iecLmatic  advantages,  there 
is  found  an  attriK-tlon  in  the  wlieat  producing 
leglous,  sirely,  if  tt  e  United  States  can  enjoy 
ther.  In  a  market  tor  her  agricultural  Imple- 
meuts,  her  boots  and  shoes,  and  all  her  other 
manufactures,  aud  li<u°  natural  products  with- 
out let  01'  hindr.iixe,  or  without  coi^t,  why 
shouhi  ^he  not  d'l  so?  The  rapid  settlement 
of  the  Ni'ith-Westein  States  makes  certain 
anequally  I apid  Si  ttlement  of  North- Western 
Canada. 

THE   HUDSON  UAY  RAILWAY. 

An  outlet,  via  the  Hudson  Ba.v  route,  for 
the  railway  system  which  in  the  last  two 
years  has  been  used  as  a  supplement  to  the 
Canada  Pacific  railway,  is  almost  a  certainty. 
With  Winnipeg  as  near  to  Liverpool  as  New 
York,  with  an  Inter  -tate  Commerce  bill 
which  in  the  United  States  disturbs  and 
upsets  and  revoiutlonizes  the  charges  for 
transportation,  the  Hudson  Bay  railway  is 
more  likely  to  be  built  than  ever  before. 
Why  should  not  all  this  vast  territory  be 
made  tributary  to  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  United  States  by  breaking  down  all 
the  barriers  to  commerce  between  thcml 
But  it  is  not  in  fish  aud  wheat  alone,  or  in 
the  regions  of  trade  which  produce  them  to 
the  greatest  advantage,  that  a  temptatlou  is 
offered  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States. 

THE  LUMUEK  INTEUE8TS. 

In  the  single  article  of  timber  and  lumber 
this  vast  country  would  receive  an  advantage 
lar  greater  thau  on  almost  any  other  article. 
In  Canada  there  are  sixty  different  kinds 
of  timber,  and  the  forests  of  pine,  of  which 
there  aie  nineteen  varieties,  possess  for  the 
United  States  an  attraction  of  the  greate,-t 
liossible  character.  Think  of  the  denuded 
forests  of  Maine  and  the  Saginaw,  and  of  the 
ti-eeless  prairie  lands  of  the  West,  and  of  the 
necessity  and  activity  of  building  in  the  Bast, 
and  then  compare  how  Inadequate  is  the 
supply  of  timber  for  the  necessities  of  these 
locallities.  In  British  Columbia  alone  the 
lumber  industries  of  that  province  will  arise 
to  immense  importance.  To  have  free  access 
10  the  vast  forests  which  Canada  coutiols, 
and  to  have,  without  taxation  or  any  barrier 
whatever,  the  best  that  the  North  American 
continent  affords  in  the  shape  of  woods,  is  to 
1)lace  within  the  grasp  of  the  residents  of  the 
United  States  a  facility  and  advantage  of  the 
greatest  value.  At  present  a  twenty  per 
cent,  duty  on  Canadian  lumber  Just  adds  so 
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ranch  to  the  cost  of  the  cri-ntlon  of  lumicH.  A 
freeihmi  i>f  lotiimerclal  n-l.itions  between  the 
two  countries  wouhl  liunase  liimcely  'li«! 
pofli-lblllty  of  eveiy  man  ouniiig  his  own 
vlne-dnd  cottage,  iiiid  e'aiiKliig  from  Com- 
mtinistHiind  Anarchists  men  who  were  proud 
to  own  hour  K  of  tlielr  own.  But  aside  from 
tishoiles,  grain,  and  timber,  tJiete  nro  numer- 
ous othtM'  natural  products  whlcJi  this  country 
needs. 

NOVA  8C0TIAX  COAI.  FIKI-DS, 
Tn  the  matter  of  Nova  Pcotlan  coals  for  the 
Kastein  states,  the  advaiitau'es  of  tlic  East-; 
ern    nianufac  furer   are   clear.     Not   on'y    lU  i 
Nova  Scotia,  but  ilirouglioul  the  NortliM  e-t- 
ern  Territories  t'leie  is  a  possibility  of  the! 
wiliest  tievclopiiitnt  ol  f'c  coai  icfjious.    In' 
f^aHkatchewan.  Athabasca  ami  otlur  iniinis  ; : 
there  are  workable  seams  of  from  four  to  ten 
feet  in  thickness  of  tlif>  best  kind  of  coal,  and  i 
in  tlie  upheavings  of  the  Iloiky  Mountains! 
the  highest  grades t)f  antliracite  are  reached  j 
witliln  the  (aupdian  border.    Ho  far  west  as 
British  Columl)ia  coal  is  now  behig  shipped 
at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  thousand  tons 
per  annum  to  San  Francisco,  where  it  com-  j 
niands  the  highest  price,  notwithstanding  a; 
duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  against  It.    From  I 
ocean  to  ocean,  within  the  Canadian  border,' 
th"  geological  details  sIioav  grwit  rldies  In  j 
the coal-iiriidncing  territory,  wbich  ought  to! 
be  available  to  the  T'nitcd  States  by  bP  aklng  ] 
down  all  cemnierdal  bai riots  between  it  and 
Canada.    Not   the  least  of  the   advantages 
which  would  result  from  a  free  commercial 
reation  would  be  the  development  of  Cana- 
dian phosphates    whidi  of  late  years  have 
attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention.    The  pro- 
duction has  Increased   from   five   tbonsind 
four  hundred  tons   in  1877,  to  twenty-tlve 
tlmusand  tons  in   1885.    There   is   notliing 
wlii(^b  the  South  so  much  needs  as  the  fer- 
tilizing forces  which  Cana«^ian  phosphates, 
proiierj-  treated,  would  furnish.    There  are 
nu;iier>>u8  other  natural  pnducts  which  it  is 
needless  to  mention,  Init  including   copper 
and  iron,  which  are  available  for  develop- 
ment.    Almost  a   continent   of  productive 
P"wer.  pcssessiiig  more  tlian  the  ordinary 
natural  advantage-,  is  availal)le  for  American 
enti  rprise,  American  capital,  »jid  Ameriiaii 
tra  '0  If  but  the  magle  t<.uch  of  Freed  -m  and 
a  free  market  is  afforded  to  it. 

BEI.ATIVE  ADVANTAGES. 

It  may  be  urged  that  the  advantages  to  the 
United  State**  will  not  be  .so  great  from  a 
complete  freedom  of  commercial  intc-coiirse, 
as  they  will  be  to  Canada.  Well,  we  cannot 
to-night  go  into  a  question  of  bookkeeping. 
It  is  sufficient  to  know  that  Canadians  tbem- 
selve**  do  not  think  that  the  advantage  would 
be  on  their  side.  They  have  some  consider- 
able deve?opmentinnianufa<tures,  which  not 
%  few  of  them  consider  would  be  severely 


eompHie  I  with  by  the  ski  l,oapltal,  and  enter 
pri>e  of  (ompditois  from  the  I'nlted  StktoH, 
If  the  local  n  aiket  were  open  to  them.  But 
these  manufitt  turers,  r.o  doubt,  would  be 
willing  to  lake  their  chances.  With  the 
fru>!allty  of  their  workingmeu,  their  tu- 
dustry,  the  advantage  of  natural  lesouKtett, 
great  water  powers  and  «»ther  fad'lties,  they 
would  tiy  to  hold  the'r  own  But  it  would  be 
an  even  race,  a  friendly  coniiidition,  which 
the  nnmufactuiers  of  the  fnited  States  aro 
certainly  not  afraid  to  encounter.  If  their 
Canadian  brt^thrcn  across  the  border  are 
willing  to  take  the  risk.  There  ate  many 
products  Wxcw  which  might  tlnd  a  nnuket 
i»e'e.  It  would  \w  an  advantage  to  tlie  people 
if  such  could  be  the  case.  1 1  would  be  an 
c(|tial  ailvantage  to  maiiufadurtis  here  to 
have  a  market  sucli  as  is  being  developed, 
and  In  the  next  rtfty  years  will  be  developed. 
In  the  regions  to  the  North- West.  It  Is  true 
that  complete  commoicial  fi>edom  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada  would  not  be 
]io]Milar  among  English  mauufacturois.  To 
ta.v  goods  of  the  mother  country  at  a  high 
rat",  and  yet  let  the  products  of  the  United 
Stat  f  s  come  in  free,  would  seem  a  poor  reward 
to  the  motherland  for  all  the  courtliness,  the 
anxiety,  and  the  risk  which  she  had  hitherto 
eucounteicd ;  but  if  a  great  advantage  could 
be  secured  to  her  otl'spring  by  a  commercial 
alliance  such  as  is  propo.sed,  surely  England 
will  not  exact  so  great  a  sacritlce  as  It  would 
be  to  f  rego  the  otter.  There  comes  a  period 
In  the  history  of  every  nation,  like  that  in  the 
experieiice  of  every  business  man,  when  a 
change  in  relations  opens  and  broadens  oppoi  - 
tuuitiei  for  ailvantage  to  employes  or  connec- 
tions, when  If  seltlsh  consul,  rations  Inter- 
vene, great  Injustice  is  done.  Canada  is 
wotkiiig  out  its  own  destiny  of  .self-govern- 
ment English  laws,  English  language, 
Engli-sh  liteiature,  and  loyalty  to  English  in- 
stitutions pervade  it  completely  and  entirely 
That  it  (•hotild  forever  i-emaiii  ni.-assodated 
in  a  commeicial  point  of  view  from  the  great 
nation  on  it.s  boMler.s  s  ems  unreasonable.  If 
at  this  Juiict  .r  *  in  afl'airs  aiomplete  commer- 
cial freedom  could  be  createil  between  the  two 
countries,  while  many  in  England  might 
oppo-e  It.  a  popular  vote  in  England  would 
certainly  ( onfirm  It.  It  might  be  a  dllllcult 
thing  to  ai<ompish,  but  not  an  impos.>-lldo 
one;  and  Canada  Is  3o»far  grown,  so  far  inde- 
pemlent,  atjd  so  far  self-reliant  that  a  refusal 
to  permit,  her  to  avail  her.self  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  vast  market  which  the  United 
States  aft'ords,  and  to  become  enriched  by  a 
closer  contact  with  this  glorious  Republic, 
while  still  maintaining  her  loyalty  to  the 
British  throne  would  be  an  act  of  such  in- 
justice  as  might  matei tally  lessen  the  loyalty 
to  that  throne.  Viewed,  thetefore,  from  both 
a  British  and  Canadian  point  of  view,  there 
seema  no  sufficient  baiTler  to  prevent  tbe 
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carryitiR  out  of  llio  iHopoHltlon  that  complet* 
cuutnuM'dul  rriHdoui  should  oxint  lietweeu  the 
two  cuuuti  ifO. 

CANAHA'rt  HEUT. 

It  Is  true  thiit  Oauncla  hnn  a  vimt  iiopu- 
lardeltt,  in  i»ii.iii>itl"ai  to  its  populatiou.  It  In 
equally  1  iii»)  tlml  that  »l.  bi  Iiuh  beeu  crmti'd 
by  roudt'iliig  «ct»-8»lble  nlui'mt  a  couttneiit  ot 
pn.ductlvuroll.  i-onic  oth«i  nio  'cof  taxation 
tlian  Uiat  ot  dutit-t  ou  liuporiati  .um  nilKtit 
have  10  Ix-  adnplfd,  but  tin;  tact  that  tho 
nuirketH  which  llif  I'nlti'd  Sfatt'datlord  couhl 
he  fitH-ly  opt'iifd  for  In  r  nalitr.il  pioductlonH, 
wuuhl  duvtlop  w'th  8U»'h  lapidliy  llio  viint 
regtoua  wliltli  thi'BC  expeudituiTH  havo  open- 
td  up,  that  C'ainiiihins  would,  no  doubt,  uladly 
submit  to  taxation  in  ditlHunt  fonn«  to  inakf 
up  for  the  l'i«.s  of  rovonuo  i.ow  Icvifd  upon 
imports  friun  the  Cnlttd  State?.  Of  couisc, 
thtrearc  dltti(  uliles  in  the  way  of  a  propowl- 
thiu  for  coiupleUMouiuurcial  intfioouiMe,  hut 
th«'y  will  disappear  a«  th«>y  aio  approachid; 
and  If  the  JNew  York  lioard  of  Trade  aiul 
other  llber.ll  couiuieiciul  bi  dhs  entertain' fa- 
votably  the  idea ;  if  it  i»  made  the  Huhject  of 
dlscusHion  autl  inve>tlKaiion,  it  is  believed 
that  good  resullH  will  follow.  Xo  betttr  mis 
aloD  eau  a  jnaii  have  tht<n  to  enlarge  the 
bouudartes  ot  connucrie.  Xext  to  increasing 
facilities  for  its  accoinuiodation,  the  creatioa 


of  n«w  market*,  theeDlarRHnientof  reaoiirreM, 
and  Holidifytng  and  buildtug  up  of  the  otm 
nuTreof  the  i'ountry  is  an  object  worthy  of 
mail's  hlgh(«Kt  powers.  That  thin  can  bo  ac 
coinpUshctl  In  a  greater  degree  by  the  pro- 
posed breaking  down  of  commercial  burrleiH 
to  the  m  rih  is  as  clear  as  the  noonday  aun. 
The  bill  of  ft(r.  Butterworth,  therefore,  Is  full 
of  Interebt,  and  though  tlieie  is  no  immediate 
hopi^  fur  its  passage,  its  scope  and  results 
may  well  be  discussed.  Comparing  it  with 
the  hill  of  Mr.  Kelmout  for  retallutton  ami 
non-intercourse,  is  like  comparing  light  with 
lUrknt  MX.  The  Butterworth  bill  paitakes  of 
tint  spirit  of  the  nge,  enlarged  commercial 
lre<dom,  a  liberal  tieatment,  a  aelf-ieliaiiC 
att'.tnde.  and  a  comprehenslvo  policy.  Mr. 
BiiiuuLt'd  bill  for  retuliathin  and  nonlntei- 
oourse  paiUikes  of  the  dark  age<>,  when  by 
force  and  p .ehsure  treaties  w«'re  wrung  from 
dependent  iiatious,  and  natural  advantages 
po-Hessed  by  neighitoiing  nations  were  seizi  d 
regardless  of  consequences.  As  between 
these  two  measures  the  public  will  Judgt», 
and  I  ventui  e  to  predict  that  if  the  facts  were 
properly  put  before  the  great  American  pub- 
lic, a  popular  vote  to-day  among  the  fair- 
minded,  liberal,  enlightened  merchants  of  the 
country  would  be  ten  to  one  in  favor  ot  cjm- 
mercial  freedom  butweea  the  couutiies  on 
this  continent. 
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THE  CANADIAN   FARMER'S  FUTURE. 


AN  op;:n  letter  iwom 
ERA3TUS   WIMAN,   OF   NEW   YORK, 

-TO- 

VALANCEY  E.  FULLER.  Esq..  FAWMK IfS'  INSTITriE  CONVENTION, 
COURT  HOUSE,  TORONTO,  ON  I'ARIO. 


DRVR  SlU: 

A  LETiKit  from  you  in  tlie  public  prints 
of  April  18.  with  several  othei «  from  thinking 
farmers  In  various  lotalilles,  indicates  that 
the  Convention  of  represHutatlve^  of  Farm- 
ers' Institutes,  to  bo  held  in  Toronto  on  the 
28th  iiist.,  will  possess  more  than  onlimiry 
inteiest.  It  appears  to  be  universally  ail 
mitted  that  some  changes  are  absolutely 
essential  to  restore  prosperity  to  the  farming 
oommunity  of  Canada  The  object  of  the 
Convention  is  avowedly  to  di^cu»s.  and  if 
possible  discover,  what  ren;edie8  are  avail- 
able to  relieve  the  depressed  condition,  and 
gloomy  prospect  of  that  numerous  aud  most 
respectable  class.  It  is  doubtful  if  in  all  ttie 
world  there  is  a  community  In  whom  the 


dUnsterlurlcsIn  the  loanl  When  prosperltf 
and  Kond  ronults  are  po'<Kible  from  the  use  of 
money,  the  nion'yleiiditig  mat  h'nery  niny 
be  a  beneJIcent  agency;  but  when  depre^^sed 
and  Iniited  markets aie  enconnured,  when 
losi  and  accumulating  int<«re>t  impend,  the 
very  perfection  of  this  nia  lilnety  is  the  force 
tlial  biings  luin.  The  amount  of  interest 
payable  by  the  farmers  of  Canada  to(iay, 
in  the  aggregate,  is  absolutely  appalling  in 
proportion  to  their  possible  profits;  while 
the  aguregate  interest  account,  including 
the  annual  charges  on  Ji  <  public  debt,  the 
municipal,  men  autlle,  au'l  j  rivate  indebte  I- 
ness,  if  tooted  up,  would  approach.  In  the 
sum  remitted  to  Great  Britiiin,  one-hiilf  of 
the  total  value  of  the  expo  ts  to  that  cotin- 
try.    But  it  is  not  by  loans  alone  that  the 


virtues  of  industry,  frnurlity,  or  integrity  j  Canadian  farmer  has  been  endeavoring  to 
are  more  marked  tliereby  entitling  th«iu  to  i  get  ricli.  In  the  language  of  GoIdwIn  Smith, 
the  highest  measure  of  comfort  and  happi-  jie  i,as  been  attempting  to  get  rich  by  tax- 
ness.  Yet  it  may  be  doubted  if  there  is  any  [ation— lifting  himself  by  his  bootstraps,  aa 
class  of  the  community  in  Canada  who.se  i  jt  yy^-j. ,.  j„pt  how  far  such  a  feat  can  be 
hard  labors  are  s>  poorly  requited;  who^e |  j,nc(essful  the  present  condition  illustrates, 
economits  accomplish  so  little  in  the  shape;  pei haps  the  numerous  delegations  that  have 
of  accumulations,  or  whose  prospects  are  so  I  wa  ted  upon  the  Finance  Minister,  at 
uncertain.  Thinking  men  who  love  tiieir  ottawn,  to  inerrase  the  duties  levied  on 
country,  and  who  look  below  the  surface, !  var.. jus  nf  cess  ties  of  life,  miiy  C'utrlbnto 
will  see,  in  this  condition,  results  most  dis.  jt„  ^  t-oiution  of  tl»e  unhuppy  condition  <f 
astrtus;  for,  If  the  farmer  cannot  prosper  In  ,iie  aver.ige  Canadian  farmer.  Certainly,  if 
Canada,  there  is  no  hope  for  fa  ad*.  The!  a  community  can  get  rich  by  taxati'in,  these 
whole  superstructure  of  her  commerce,  and  gentienuM  po■<8e^'s  the  remel.v,  for  it  follows 
her  manufactures  rest  upon  his  ability  toitiiat  tue  greater  the  taxes  the  greater  the 
consume  and  jmy  It  thlH  ability  !•*  re-l  ,i,.iies. 
stiicted,  if  it  .steadily  declines  rather  than  ; 


improves,  it  i*  time  for  farmers  to  assemble 
in  convention  to  inquire  for  remedies.  It  is 
time  for  some  other  remedy  to  be  discovered 
than  that  ol  borrowing  money,  or  that  which 
resultB  from  increased  taxation.  The  perfec- 
tion ol  the  machinery  lor  lending  n?oney  in 
(Janada  Is  the  boast  of  some  of  her  shrewd- 
est business  men,  and  yet  to  pome  it  Is  the 
sadde-t  commentary  on  her  cond  tlon.  It  is 
true  that  in  the  use  of  capital  on  reasonable 
terms,  great  a«lvantages  are  to  be  gained,  but 
Is  not  the   limit  dangerously  near   where 


But  something  more  Is  ueeded,  A  remedy 
greater  and  more  eflfectlve  Is  essential  for 
the  Canadian  farmer  than  that  which  is  to 
be  found  in  borrowing  jmoney  or  increasing 
taxation-something  that  will  accomplish 
more  than  subsidizing  railroads,  building  un- 
necessary canals,  or  spen'ling  money  on 
cruisers  to  luint  down  the  shipping  of  a 
f I  iei  dly  i  ower.  What  is  most  needed!  by  the 
Canadian  farmer  to-day  is  a  better  price  lor 
his  produce.  What  his  uucedslties  inquire 
i!»  a  1  irger  market. 


COMMEllCIAL    vMON  IS'  MjRTH  AMEBIC  A. 


Ijjl 

list 


I  i 


ill 


The  movcnient  contemiilattd  liy  your 
luHtitntes  towaid  improved  r.xainage,  tlie 
cucoi  I'iit'cineiit  of  breedinK  horses,  and  to- 
^raid  better  fertilizers,  in  good  and  wi^e  io 
its  way.  But,  if  beside  tliis,  a  great  and 
uear-l  y  marliet  can  be  secnred,  if  con- 
tinnoiisly  better  prices  are  possible,  this, 
and  this  alone,  will  bring  back  i  rcsperity  to 
the  Canadian  farmer.  It  may  well  be  asked 
how  can  this  great  boon  be  achieved'  I 
answer,  it  is  within  the  gta-^p  of  Canada  to- 
day. By  a  complete  reiliirocity  with  the 
Uniterl  States,  n.  maiket  sucli  as  ihe  woild 
lias  never  eijiialled,  is  open  to  eveiy  Canadian 
farmer.  A  wealthy  and  extravagant  pcple 
are  at  her  very  bordeis,  and  badly  need  her 
products.  They  are  willing  and  ready  to  pay 
liberally  for  them,  and  to  admit  them  free  of 
duty.  The  only  coiidition  thej' exact  is  that 
their  products  shouiu  be  admitted  into 
Canada  on  the  same  terms.  In  other  words, 
that  there  should  be  as  complete  an  inter- 
change of  ])roducts  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Canada  as  there  is  between 
Ontario  and  Quebec— as  there  is  between 
New  York  and  New  Jersey.  These  are  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  introduced  Into  Con- 
gress by  the  Hoi'  Benjamin  Butterwoith, 
ol  Ohio-a  idll  mat  will  become  a  law 
within  a  year,  if  Canada  shows  a  disposition 
to  co-operate  on  tlie  t^ame  lines.  It  needs 
only  that  resolutions  favorable  to  such  a 
movement  should  pass  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  there  should  be  no  more  irii. 
tatlon  on  the  fishery  question.  It  need«  only 
a  kindly,  teighboily  dispositira  on  tlie  part 
of  Canada,  and  the  greatest  bnon  which 
the  United  states  can  grant,  or  wliich  tlie 
Canadian  farmer  can  receive,  is  within  the 
possibilities  of  an  eaily  day.  It  may  be  said 
that  these  possibilities  are  overiated,  and 
that  the  ideas  expressed  by  the  Briti-h  Lion 
Tail-twisters  in  Congiess,  and  elsewhe-e  in 
the  United  states,  irdicates  a  hostility  to 
Canatln,  and  that  reciprr  city,  in  the  present 
condition  of  public  eentiaieut,  is  out  of  the 
question.  It  can  be  forcibly  repbei',,  that 
the  vast  ma sii  of  thinking  men  in  the  United 
States  feel  that  an  abelit.on  of  all  trade 
restrictions  on  this  continent  is  most  desir- 
able; that  from  the  Tre-ident  and  his  Calii- 
net,  down  to  these  vei-..  Tail  twisters  them- 
Belves,  not  a  man  of  promii.eme  has  yet 
axpressed  himself  but  has  been  favorablti  to 
»  settlement  of  all  iutdrnatlona]  dliSculiieN 
by  a  Commercial  Union  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States. 

A  Reciprocity  Treaty,  such  as  existed 
trom  1864  to  1867  (under  which  Canadiai. 
farmers  prospered  as  they  never  prospered 
before  or  8lnce\  is  an  impossibility.  Ameri- 
cans feel  that  it  was  one-sld  d  and  unfair 
to  them  J  and  sut  h  a  partial  and  temporary 
remedy  is  now  clearly  out  of  the  question. 
But  that  it  is  pusr  Ible  to  pats  an  Act  Ck^U' 


tcmplating  the  more  comprehensive  measure, 
whereby  thtrewill  be  secnted  a  p>  rmanent 
and  complete  commercial  union  bi  tween  the 
two  great  English  speaking  nations  <>f  the 
North,  no  one  here  doubts  who  watches  the 
signs  of  the  times.  Its  very  comi^rehei  sive- 
uess  makes  it  attractive.  The  possibiitles 
of  an  e\t'u>iiin  of  the  trade  of  the  United 
Slates  into  the  unknown  regions  of  the 
Noitli,  the  advantages  that  would  result 
from  the  free  introduction  of  the  great 
agi'icultunil,  mineral  and  other  re-ources  of 
the  Dominion,  together  with  the  prospect 
of  settling,  once  for  all,  the  various  inter- 
rational  diflerences  that  continually  arise: 
these  considerations  help  forward  a  favorable 
crnclusion.  The  flnaneial  condition  of  the 
United  States,  hei  vast  surplus,  the  necessity 
ot  reduction  in  her  tariff  n  venues,  are  also 
•  important  factors,  while  the  peculiar  rela- 
tV'U  of  political  paities,  one  to  the  other, 
on  this  question  make  the  time  an  opportune 
one  for  the  passage  of  an  Act  favorable  to 
Cumni"  rcial  Union  with  Canada. 

It  has  all  along  been  felt  by  Canadian 
residents  here,  who  closely  felt  the  pulse  of 
public  sentiment,  that  if  only  the  fishery 
question  could  approach  even  a  temporary 
adjustment,  during  this  Spring,  the  best 
results  w(  uld  follow,  in  the  shape  of  a 
friendly  discussion  of  enlarged  commercial 
relations  between  the  two  countries.  Pears 
were  entertained  tl.at  by  some  injudicious 
seizure  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  some 
harsh  or  mistaken  proceeding,  the  growing 
sentiment  favo:able  to  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  this  vexed  question  would  be  turned 
into  a  feeling  of  indignation  and  hostility, 
resulting  in  retaliation,  non-intercourse,  and 
perhaps  actual  war.  Under  tonditionsof  such 
suspense,  and  in  the  f.ice  of  danger,  come 
the  proposals  for  settlement  of  the  fishery 
question  on  the  '^asis  proposed  by  Lord  sulis- 
liuiy,  whereby  the  right  to  fish  iu  Can  Milan 
Walt  rs,  and  to  buy  supplies,  is  awarded  on 
fondition  that  Canadian  fish  are  admitted 
to  the  United  Statts  free  of  duty.  This 
proposal.  If  ea:rlfd  out,  while  It  seems  to 
yield  Important  privileges,  Is  one  that  Is 
destined  to  accomplish  results  more  bene- 
ficent than  It  has  ever  been  the  good  fortune 
of  aiiy  British  minister  to  actompllsh on  this 
continent.  Not  only  does  It  seem  Uke  '\  divine 
Intervention,  to  i^ettle  at  a  mostoiitlcal  mo- 
ment a  question  that  was  assuming  a  most 
serious  shape,  but  It  comes  like  a  message 
of  peace  to  the  American  people,  yielding 
up  tc  them  valuable  privileges,  and  Inviting 
them  to  take  the  first  step  in  the  direction 
of  free  commercial  Intercourse,  whicli  they 
will  not  be  slow  to  follow.  For  the  settle- 
ment of  the  fishery  question  In  this  way  dot3 
not  necessarily  close  the  discussion  of  en- 
latged  International  relations.  On  the  con- 
trary, tills  adjustment  only  opens  It  up,  and 
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lu  a  manner  that  frees  It  from  the  only 
serious  source  of  complication,  so  that  with 
all  tlie  conditions  favorable,  a'.ready  referied 
to  as  existing  in  this  couiitiy,  it  seems  not 
improbable,  now  lliat  public  attfUtiou  lias 
been  directed  to  tlie  question,  that  a  v.  ry 
little  etfoit  would  result  In  such  action  by 
Congiess  as  would,  so  far  as  it  is  concerned, 
remove  all  barriern  to  the  freest  commert  ial 
interco  rse  with  Canada.  That  this  action 
could  »>o  helped  forward  by  some  expre.s.sioii 
from  the  Canadians  themselves  no  one 
doubts  ;  and  it  remains  lot  Caua  "ian  farm'  rs 
to  insist  that  tlieir  representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment bhoiild  give  this  expression  of  wishes 
shape  and  form.  In  taltlng  this  step  the 
farmers  would  vastly  Impiove  their  pros- 
pects, and  malcea  move  toward  increasing  the 
value  of  every  acre  of  land,  and  every  article 
of  produce  they  could  grow. 

All  the  advantages  ol  an  open  market,  with 
sixty  millions  of  people,are  within  their  grasp. 
All  the  advantages  of  contiguity,  of  excellent 
means  of  communication,  of  extreme  pros- 
perity among  liberal  buyers,  without  the 
payment  of  duty,  without  the  sacrittce  of  a 
single  political  principle -all  this  within  a 
year  Is  iiossible  to  the  Canadian  farmer,  if 
he  chooses  to  exert  his  influence  on  his  re;ire- 
."■cntative  in  Pa>liament  at  Ottawa.  It  need 
not  be  a  party  question.  It  is  better  that  it 
should  not  be.  Farmers  may  differ  about 
religious  raatterj',  or  on  politics,  or  on  modes 
of  cultivation,  but  tliere  can  be  nodi tfereucein 
oplui'U  as  to  ttie  benefits  of  a  free  and  open 
market,  with  the  most  pro:jres-ive  and  the 
wealihlest  ratlin  of  the  continent.  There 
can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  tlie  id- 
vantage  resulting  from  an  advance  in  prices 
of  every  lushel  of  la-l  y,  of  every  horse 
that  Is  for  sale  over  the  border,  for  every 
lamb  tbflt  bleat",  for  every  thicken,  or  evfti 
forev»ry  dnzen  eggs  that  the  farmer's  wife 
gatluiH  and  last  year  the  United  States  re- 
ceived from  Canada  fourteen  million  dozen  of 
eggs !  This  is  a  question  of  economics,  not  of 
politics,  and  hence,  can  be  dismssed  in 
farmers'  institutes  with  perfect  propriety. 
But  it  is  the  duty  of  politicians  of  h1(  shhdes 
to  examine  it,  and  it  is  witliin  the  power 
of  politicians  of  both  parties  to  promote  it. 
The  farmer  certainly,  whose  interests  above 
all  others  should  be  watched,  and  by  every 
means  promoted,  lias  the  right  to  demand 
that  his  representative  should  invest  g.ite 
the  subject,  tliat  he  sould  not  be  bound  down 
by  party  li  es  on  a  matter  of  such  moment, 
and  that  he  should  vote  lor  such  measures  or 
retoiutlons  as  would  indicate  to  the  United 
States  the  wlslies  of  liis  <  onstituents.  If 
the  faimers  will  let  their  wishes  be  known  to 
their  members  by  letters  and  petitions,  on 
even  postal  c»rd«,  the  r  voice  will  be  pot-nt. 
Few  men  at  Ottawa  will  fail  to  heed  the 
expibssioD  of  a  unanimous  feentlment  i\.>v  a 


I 
larger  market  and  better  pi  ices.  If  urged 

I  upon  them   Iiy  anytliing  like  a  united   and 

.  hearty  movement  of  their  constituents. 

I  Tilt  re  are  not  a  few  wI;o  tliiuk  that  the 
pres  nt  moment  is  the  most  important  one  for 
the  future  of  Canada  that  lias  yet  occurred 
in  her  history.  A  great  opportunity  exists 
for  vastly  improving  lier  prospects  by  a  com- 
mercial a'liance  witli  a  neighboring  nation. 
By  tl.is  alliance,  and  still  remainiiig  a  British 
Cohmy,  and  working  out  in  her  own  way  thf< 
proMem  of  self-go vemmeut,  she  can  be  inde- 
pendent of  all  the  evils  that  best-t  a  repub- 
lic, and  yet,  by  this  commercial  bargain,  our 
native  country  can  have  all  the  untold  ad- 
vantages of  vast  markets ;  share  In  the 
wealth  of  the  most  money-making  and  most 
progressive  people  in  the  world  ;  compete  in 
manufactures  at  all  point.s,  with  the  ad- 
vantages of  great  natural  products,  abundant 
water  powers  and  a  frugal  and  industrious 
population.  By  this  means,  and  by  this  alone, 
can  the  woild  be  taught  that  Canada  con 
hold  her  own  in  a  free  market  with  the  pro- 
ducts of  her  farms,  of  her  fisheries,  or  of  her 
faetoiies:  it  remains  with  the  farmers  of 
Canada  to  see  tLat  this  chance  is  afforded  her. 

I  trust  you,  and  other  farmers  who  may 
read  this  letter,  « 111  par;lon  the  presumption 
which  prompts  it,  but  situated  as  I  am,  with 
common  interests,  witli  a  knowledge  of  the 
commcm  welfaie  of  t':e  two  countries,  and,  as 
I  gi'oiv  i.lder,  with  my  th<)UKlits  snd  affec- 
tions turning  to  luy  uaiiv*"  laiid,  I  cantot 
resist  the  tempt  it'on  tnpniut  out  what  T  con- 
ceive to  be  the  paih  that  leads  to  her  pros- 
perity. ConimunUies  here,  without  one-half 
the  uotuial  advantages  which  Canada  pos- 
serses,  are  in  the  liighest  degree  pro.sperous. 
The  mortgage  indeittedness  in  whole  States 
lias  been  enormously  reduced,  if  not  entirely 
liqnidat  d;  where  ten  years  ago  the  inteiest 
account  from  the  West  to  the  East  was  a 
hortvy  buiden,  there  are  now  numerous 
farmers  in  the  West  who  seek  investment  In 
the  East.  Ltical  and  governmental  indebt- 
edness Is  being  rapidly  reduced;  great  pro- 
jects carried  forward  within  the  means  of 
each  Itcality,  and  without  borrowing  a  dol- 
lar, and  a  g<  n^ral  condition  of  hopefulness 
and  material  strength  unequalled  elsewhere 
In  the  w(  rid.  These  are  not  from  any  dlff.  r- 
ence  in  form  of  government,  or  any  advan- 
tages from  iiolitical  trganlc  pidlcy,  except  and 
save  the  one  that,  as  between  t*ie  varied  com- 
raonwealths  of  the  Union  there  aie  no  com- 
meicial  barriers.  The  activities  of  the  one 
help  to  build  up  support,  and  make  prosper- 
ous the  activities  of  the  other.  Canada  self- 
reliant,  Belf-poised  by  a  commercial  nnhm, 
can  be  made  the  equal,  if  not  greater  than 
any  of  these  great  commonwealths,  and 
thereby  possei^st-d  of  a  great<r  prosperity 
than  ever  entered  the  hea  t  oi  man  to  con- 
ocive.   Thus,  while  und'sr  e  i>t  ing  conditions 
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her  vast  natural  resources  and  jreoirranhirni 
advantages  are  restricted,  and  Cm^pTe4„" 
indications  yield  her  but  a  partial  and  meaK?e 
prosperity  at  best,  she  could  at  oneTund 

r^n«  !nH  ?,  *^*  *''*'°  ^^*^°'"«  t^«  "ost  pros, 
perous  and  the  most  contented,  as  she  la 
even  now  the  richest  count,  y  in  tJe  worW 
Se  to^'C""*  •"  «^«-«lopmeat  renders  ?«; 

I  venture  to  addres.  this  letter  to  you.  sir, 


occuTan.?»f  ^"^^'•y  P-^'tlon  which  you 
occupy,  and  the  public  onlHt  tha*  „      • 

your  weU-kuowu  liberality  aS  actiJltv  nf 

Faithfully  yours. 

ERASTU8  WIMAN. 

NEW  YOBK,  ApiU  ^6, 1887. 
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IS   RECIPROCITY   POSSIBLE? 


>  WIMAN. 


A.  SECOND  LIHTER  TO  VALANCEY  E.  FULLER,  Esq.,  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  FARMERS'  INSTITUTE  CONVENMON, 

,;'■■'■."'..  -FROM-  ''"',;:■:'•■■■■:';■::■;    "^"'f'C'/'"-     ' 

ERASTUS  WJMAN,  OF  NEW  YORK;^^  ^^-  '       ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Dear  Siu :— Yon  are  good  enoufih,  In  your 
recent  communications,  to  say  that  the  letter 
which  I  took  the  liberty  of  sending  you  two 
weeka  ago,  on  the  Farmer's  Future,  has  not 
only  been  almost  universally  read,  but  by 
the  farmers  has  been  almost  universally 
approved.  You  further  inform  me  that  one 
of  the  chief  dlfflc/Ulties  encountered  In  the 
Dominion  by  the  advocates  of  Commercial 
Union  between  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
is  the  doubt  that  in  thelatter  country  a  move- 
ment to  accomplish  this  puipose  could  be 
successfully  carried  out.  From  what  you 
say,  in  some  quarters  it  appears  to  be  feared 
that  the  great  boon  which  Canada  might 
secure  by  this  arrangement  is  not  within  her 
gTiisp,  and  that,  until  there  Is  better  evidence 
of  the  expectation  being  fulfilled  in  the 
United  States,  it  is  unwii^e  to  evoke  an  ex- 
pression in  Canada  in  its  favor.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  such  a  doubt  exists,  and  you 
urge  me  to  write  you  another  letter  for  pub- 
lication, setting  forth  the  reasons  why  this 
hope  la  entertained  that  action  favorable  to 
Commercial  Union  can  be  secured  in  the 
United  States.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the 
possibilities  on  the  Mirface  seem  uncertain  of 
carrying  through  Congress  a  measure  sucli  as 
that  proposed  by  Mr.  Buitebwouth  wliiih, 
if  it  l)ecan.e  Inw,  and  was  met  by  a  corr  s- 
ponding  action  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada, 
would  I'esult  in  Commercial  Union  between 
the  two  countries.  Judged  by  tlie  frequent 
expression  of  hostility  to  Great  Britain  by 
professional  politicians  who  hope  thereby  to 
catch  the  vast  Ir'sh  vote,  no  action  favorable 
to  a  colony  of  that  empiie  might  be  exi)ected 
in  this  country.  Equally  ImpoMsible  does  it 
seem  that  any  movement  toward  reciprocity 
is  possible  in  the  face  of  the  abrogation  of  the 
treaty  which  prevailed  from  1854  to  ISOti, 
and  the  determined  opposition  which  Tneuts 
any  proposition  to  rouew  that  convention 
To  these  two  apparently  true  indications  of 
adverse  public  sentiment  is  added  a  keen 
sense  of  the  iiijustice  whiih  the  action  of  tlie 
Canadian  government  conveys  to  the  iieopie 
of  this  ccmutry  by  defending  the  Fisherit-s  of 
Canada  with  armed  cruisers,  and  by  iuhisiing 
on  such  an  Inteipretatlon  of  the  Treaty  of 


1818  as  makes  a  convention  of  comity  an 
•Miitiue  of  hostility  to  the  people  for  whose 
benefit  It  was  agreed  to.  How  tlioroughly 
Justitled  the  Canadi  n  government  may  be  in 
wliat  it  has  done,  or  is  doing  in  this  regard, 
makes  little  difference  so  far  as  feeling  here 
is  Concerned,  a'*  I-*  shown  by  the  decisive 
movement  in  Congress  on  the  retaliation  bill, 
a  movement  which  has  hardly  a  parallel  In 
any  legislative  body  In  times  of  peace,  in  the 
extent  of  damage  it  would  Intilct  not  only  on 
a  nearby  neighbor,  but  on  this  country  itself. 

In  view  of  all  these  and  other  Indications, 
it  does  seem  incred-ble  that  an  arrangement 
might  be  reached  by  action  in  the  Congre-s  of 
the  United  States,  whereby  every  barrier 
which  exists  between  the  trade  of  the  two 
countries  could  be  swept  away ;  that  an  ar- 
ra-gement  cimld  be  reached,  not  only  adjust- 
ing all  existing  differences,  and  removing  the 
possibility  of  futiirn  com  plications,  but  that 
eaih  tountrv  should  oiieu  to  the  other  Its  t«T- 
ritory  for  the  fieen t  commercial  intercourse. 
The  diftVrence  in  the  two  conditions,  as  they 
et-lst  now,  and  as  they  woild  exist  then.  Is  so 
markt-d  as  to  seen  'iniwsslbleof  achievement 
in  the  present  state  of  feeling.  Itisthete- 
toi  <■  no  wonder  you  say  our  friends  in  Canada 
hesitate  ii;  believe  the  good  news  to  be  true, 
that  it  is  pos-ib'e  In  th"  neai'  future  to  work 
out  a  chanve  i-o  great,  and  fall  of  results  of 
such  magnitude. 

But  In  reply  to  this  apparently  reas<m!:ble 
lulerence,  it  may  be  sail  that  the  snriace  in- 
dications are  le.i'.^y  not  seriouxiy  iuHuentlal. 
Tlius,  tlio  desire  to  catch  th  -  Ir  sh  vote  will 
never  seriously  int  rfere  with  action  to  im- 
meuseU  benefit  the  country.  While  tliere  Is 
lots  of  biini  onibe,  and  pi- nty  of  resolutions 
on  paper  regarding  Ireland,  and  api)areut  an- 
tagoni  m  to  England,  no  real  legislation  has 
been  atlc' ted  tlieieby.  f*o  with  regard  to 
limited  re  •Jprocity,  the  objection  to  the  old 
treaty  was  not  against  the  principle  itself,  so 
much  as  against  what  w  as  con  Idered  to  be 
the  oue-sidedness  of  tne  tr;nity.  This  objec 
tlon  is  entlre'y  removed  wiien  a  Complete  Re- 
CipriK'lty  Is  propo8e<l.  In  the  proposed  unl 
versal  exchange  of  proiliuts  and  nianuiac- 
tures,  suchasislmplic'i  in  Commercial  Uniou 
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tbe  oproiieuts  of  the  old  convention  absolntoly 
become  the  advocates  of  the  new  plan.  Tlien, 
witli  regard  to  the  P^ishery  (luestion,  U  the  ad- 
verse action  thereon  ia  not  too  harsli  and  irri- 
tating, It  can  be  made  a  positive  force  contri- 
bntor"  to  the  movement  for  such  a  Avide  and 
permanent  adjustment  of  the  relations 
between  the  two  conntries  as  will  forever  re- 
move the  possibilitj'  of  a  recurrence  of  these 
differences.  Ho  you  will  see  that  in  aP  the  ap- 
parent impediments  to  favorable  ajtion  in 
Congress  in  behalf  of  unrestr Ic  ted  intercourse, 
it  would  not  take  much  to  change  them  to 
Impel' iug  motives  in  this  direction. 

That  these  conclusions  are  lustfled,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  point  out  the  fact  that  the 
introduction  of  the  Butterworth  bill  has  been 
almost  universally  commended.  There  is  hard- 
ly a  public  man  on  either  side  of  politics,  who 
has  been  consulted,  but  has  e.\pressed  an 
opinion  favorable  to  it.    It  is  true  that  some 
see  diflSculties  in  the  way— some  cannot  be- 
lieve that  England  will  consent  to  permit 
Canada  to  admit  free  of  duty  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States,  while  she  e-\act8 
a.duty  on  those  of  Great  Britain.    It  is  true, 
many  fail  to  immediately  apprehend  how  the 
details  are  to  be  worked  out,  how  the  tariff  of 
the  two  countries  id  to  be  adjusted,  and  the 
combiued  revenues  to  be  distributed.    But 
where  one  is  met  who  urges  objections  such 
as  these,  flf  ty  are  pronounced  in  favor  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
into  a  country  largir  than  their  own  on  the 
one  hand;  and,  on  the  other  hand  equal'y  in 
favor  of  having  free  access  to  the  enormous 
resources  of  Canada,  in  her  fisheries,  miner- 
als, timber,  and  agricultural  products.  These, 
it  is  argued,  can  all  be  made  immensely  con- 
tributory to  the  progre-st'f  the  United  states; 
and,  as  the  public  revenut  s  now  show  a  sur- 
plus of  over  one  hundred  uiillions  of  dollars 
per  annum  more  than  is  ne^  ded  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  government  and  the  extinguish- 
ment o'  Mie  public  debt,  the  proposit'on  to 
abolish      i  the  duties  on  Cava  Uan  products, 
of  all  Kinds,  tlnds  esceeiling  favor,  provided 
a  similar  movement  is  sitnut  lueously  made 
in  Canada.    It  is  one  of  the  modes  by  which 
the  public  revenues  can  Ite  reduced  wit  out 
imperilling  any  distia<tive  interest.    It.deed, 
in  many  minds,  the  very  interests  wliich  a 
high  tariff  has  htimulat  d,  are  advanced  by 
the  possibll  'y  of  open'ng  up  new  markets 
on  the  one  liand,  ai.d  the  bringing  in  raw 
material  from  new  sources,  without  duty, 
on  the  other.    As  has  already  been  said,  the 
proposition   for   commeri  ial    union.  In  the 
United  States,  appeals  with  equal  foicf  to  the 
protectionist  and  tJ.efree  trader,  for  to  the  one 
it  is  a  free  tt  ansfer  of  products  into  a  country 
already  protected,  while  to  the  other  it  is  an 
extension  of  commerce,  without  burdening 
tbe  product  with  taxation,  and   admitting 
free  of  duty  tbe  large  contributions  of  raw 


material  whicli  Caiiiida  <  an  make.  Indeed 
tlie  ellert  of  an  ariangi'iuenf  with  Canada, 
wo  lid  prol>ably  be  to  lower  the  United  .States 
tarilt',  while  calling  for  a  slight  advance  of 
that  of  Canada,  so  as  to  attain  a  uniformity 
tlie  change  lu  either  need  not  be  marked. 

A  very  importaiuconi-iderat'on  to  b^  borne 
in  mind  is,  that  while  no  distinctive  interest 
in  the  United  States  is  tlireateued  by  a 
change  so  great,  no  distinctive  political  party 
is  opposed  to  it.  The  contributions  of 
Canada  in  her  agricultural  products  would 
not  adversely  affect  the  farmer  of  the  West, 
for  both  seek  a  European  market  for  their 
surplus;  while  the  consumer  in  the  Eastern 
manufacturing  districts,  and  in  the  den.-iely 
populated  centres  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
would  benefit  by  the  cheapened  cost  of 
living  which,  from  their  contiguity  to 
the  Canadian  fisheries,  Canadian  collieries 
and  Canadian  farms,  would  contilbute  to 
them  if  their  products  were  worked  to  their 
fullest  extent,  and  admitted  free.  The  im- 
pelling motive  favorable  to  Commercial  Union 
with  Canada  is,  you  will  see  very  strong,  and 
that  it  is  already  commanding  the  favorable 
attention  of  the  most  influential  and  the  most 
independent  public  men  there  ii  no  doubt. 
In  order  that  there  may  be  some  indications 
furnished  of  the  strength  of  this  sentiment, 
there  will  be  sent  you  shortly  some  ex- 
tracts from  letters  and  sr  aeches  from  promi- 
nent psvrties,  and,  from  time  to  time,  further 
expressions  of  opinion  from  these  will  be  se- 
cured. These  pronounced  vie  vs  are  but  slight 
indications  of  the  universal  sentiment  which 
one  meets  among  the  liard-headfd,  liberal- 
minded  business  meu  of  th's  country,  who 
are  quick  to  see  in  the  i>rnposert  obliteration 
of  a  customs  line  three  thousand  miles  long, 
a  removal  of  a  rehtriction  to  trade  on  this  con- 
tinent which  thej  believe  really  should  never 
have  been  created  and  wliich  in  this  age  and 
continent  of  freedom  there  Is  no  Justification 
forl"nger  exis'ing.  That  the  day  on  which 
this  line  is  br  iken  down—  this  long  barbed 
wile  fence  is  removed  will  be  a  blessed  day 
for  the  farmers  of  Canada,  no  one  who  knows 
their  iresent  cimdition  can  doubt. 

But,  not  only  are  leading  p:iblicmenonboth 
sides  of  the  party  line  favorable  to  the  idea  of 
Commercial  Union  with  Canada,  and  not  only 
do  thinking  business  men  thorouglily  appro  e 
'  of  it,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  Presi- 
I  dent  CLE VEi^ANU  and  his  administration  favor 
I  it.  There  ha  e  Iteen  not  a  few  indications 
from  themeinbers  of  the  Cabinetin  ihis  direc- 
tion, and  personally  I  have  been  the  honored 
recipient  of  views  on  this  matter  that  show 
the  kindliest  disposition  toward  Canada,  not- 
withstanding all  that  has  o  cnrred.  x'urther, 
the  President's  policy,  sa  p-onouncert  and  so 
generally  popular,  is  directly  in  the  line  of  a 
measure  at  once  so  liberal  and  so  comprehen- 
sive as  this  would  be.    I^o  act  in  hla  most 
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sucfesMfnl  admlnlstrat'on  would  bear  results 
one-half  as  potentor  far  reaching  as  the  nuiou 
of  the  two  great  Euglisli  speaking  nations  of 
the  Continent,  on  a  firm  lonnncriial  l)asls. 
Luckily,  his  longresidencencar  tli<'  Canadian 
border  has  more  or  less  familiarized  him  wiili 
the  Dominion,  and  his   own  gcd   common 
sense,  I  oiipled  with  his  Demootatic  temU^ii- 
cles,  Willi  h  are  really  to>vardfree  'omin  trade, 
enables  him  at  once  to  giasp  tlie  greatness 
and  beretlcence  of  this  question.     His  liim 
and,  indeed,  fiiei.dly  attitude,  as  si  own  in 
his  recent  lettt-r  on  the  Ketaliatiou  Bill,  may 
be  takeu  as  a  fair  in  iiciition  of  the  temper  t> 
his  mind.    Vou  will  recall  how  broailly  Ik 
viewed  the  question,  as  affecting  the  interests. 
not  of  any  section,  l>ut  of  the  wliole  country  a; 
large,  and  how  tiimly  and  yet  kimlly  he  a) 
luded  to  t'le  intimacy  of  therel-.tions  existiiij 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada.    Tin 
same  sentiment  pervades  the  utterances  o 
Mr.  Bayari>,  the   Secretary  of   Stare,  wh<' 
would  be  the   Pies  dent's  chief  adviser  on 
matters  of  this  kind.    Few  men  in  the  couLtry 
have  broader  views,  larger  conceptions,  and  ■■ 
higher  order  of  ability  than  this  grt-at  m.an 
and  Canada  Is  mo  t  fortunate  that  at   this 
critical  Juncture  in  her  history,  the  .State 
Department  is  presided  over  l«y  a  gentleman 
at  once  so  patient,  so  prudent,  and,  withal,  so 
firm  and  yet  so  fi'ieudly.    No  one  can  have 
watched  the  policy  of  tbe  Was'iington  adnrn- 
istration  closely— no  one  who  has  any  kncjw- 
ledge  of  its  tendencies,  or  is  at  all  familiar  with 
their  personnel,  but  will  lie  .satislied,  that  if 
the  Canadian  pt  ople  through  its  f'arliamen' 
indicate  a  desire  to  Ve  commercially  united 
with  the  United  States,  the  movement  would 
have  a  hearty  suppoit  from  the  President 
and  his  Cabinet.    Hence,  the  impoitance  of 
prompt  action  in  Canada,  for  over  one-half  tlie 
term  of  the  present  admiu'stTation  has  al- 
remly  expired,  and  a  new  election  eighteen 
months  hence  may  make  all  the  dltfeence  in 
the  world. 

I  now  come  to  a  motive  that  here  helps  for- 
waiHl  the  desire  f<a  Commercial  Union,  which 
needs  to  be  handled  very  gingeily.  This 
motive  is  to  hope  tliat,  .should  the  Cnnalians 
be  brought  Into  a  closer  comuiercial  relation 
with  the  Unit'  d  States,  it  \!rou.d.  In  time,  be 
followed  by  a  political  alliance.  It  is  the 
dream  of  some  go  d  people  that  the  form  of 
republican  governient  siionld  cover  the  con- 
tinent; and  it  is  to  many  a  matter  of  real 
surprise  that  Canada  has  not  long  ago  bid 
good  bye  ta  Great  Britain,  and  sought  admis- 
sion into  the  American  Union.  It  is,  however, 
proper  to  say  that  to  the  vast  mass  of  Ameri 
cans  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference 
wliether  Canada  is  aimexed  or  not;  while 
there  is  a  consdeiable  siction  who  would 
strongly  opoose  It,  because  of  tlie  serious 
political  ccjiplicatlons  that  would  follow  in 
view  of  party  influences,   aLd  the    uncer- 


tainties it  would  beget  as  to  party  trlunipis 
lor  years  to  come.  But  Commercial  Union, 
w!iile  it  seems  to  be  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion for  t^iose  wlio  desire  a  political  union, 
does  not,  to  others  who  are  iudliyeront,  imply 
more  than  it  reaily  performs;  while  to  tlie 
politic'an  It  threatens  no  dioturliance  in  calcu- 
lations and  combinations.  .So  that,  vast  as 
are  f ho  consequences  that  ra<.y  flow  from  it 
commercially,  its  political  signlHcance  is  ity 
no  means  certain,  and  it  thus  commends  itself 
alike  to  all. 

Right,  lieie  let  me  say  a  word  or  two 
about  the  view  of  ttiis  matter  in  Canada.  Be- 
cause any  considerable  section  in  the  United 
■jtates  advo  ate  Commercial  Union,  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  be  followed  by  annexation. 
it  does  not  Imply  that  In  Canada  such  a  motive 
should  prevail.  Canada  cannot  be  annexed 
without  her  free  snd  hearty  consent,  and 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  loyalty  that 
permeates  her  through  atd  through,  ':now 
that  uuless  under  great  .stress  of  absolute  aud 
sorrowful  necessi'y,  Aie  will  never  lessen  her 
allegiance  to  Great  Britain.  The  material 
■idvantages  which  a  ( onnection  with  the 
Un'ted  States  would  biimr  would  be  the  only 
,ju-titlc«tion  for  the  step.  To  save  the  country 
from  life-long  bHukrnptcy,  and  to  put  her 
people  on  the  hijth  p^ane  of  prosperity,  might 
to  the  majority  be  dtemed  sufllcient  to  pal* 
Hate  a  peaceful  revolution,  whereby  Canada 
should  sever  her  coniiection  with  the  dear 
moihe-laud.  But,  thank  God!  this  is  nn- 
necessary.  All  that  annexation  would  bring 
in  its  material  advantages,  Commercial  Union 
brings ;  all  that  the  closi  r  political  alliance 
would  accomplish  in  benefits  to  Canada  Is 
accomplished  by  complete  reciprocity.  With 
Commercial  Union  ^sranted,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  form  of  goverment  in  the  United 
States  that  will  give  to  Canadians  any 
a<tvantaKe  which  they  would  not  then  pos- 
sess;  and  Biitish  connection,  with  all  its 
advantages,  and  the  glory  of  all  its  tra^U- 
tlons,  would  be  more  permanent  than  ever 
before.  The  logic  of  this  conclusion  is 
irresistible,  and  parties  in  Canada  who 
attribute  am  enution  motives  to  Canadian 
advocates  of  Commercial  Union  show  only 
how  partially  and  imperfectly  they  under- 
stand what  they  are  talking  about.  For 
the  strongest  advocate  of  Commercial  Union 
with  the  United  States,  is,  in  the  existing 
con  Itlons  of  Canada,  the  strongest  advocate 
for  political  union  with  Great  Britain. 

Another  class  In  the  Unit«d  States  who 
favor  Commeiclal  Union  with  '~'j>nada  are 
found  In  those  who  regard  her  Sfe'  ^ast  and 
lake  defences  as  impos-ible  to  peiicct  even 
by  va.'^t  expenditure.  To  he  In  perfect  p  nee 
with  a  tirst-class  military  power  like  Great 
Britain  whose  empire  stretches  3,000  miles 
along  one  side  of  the  bolder  line,  and  who 
could  attack  at  numberless  points  along  5,000 
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miles  on  the  other  aide  of  the  coast  line,  la  tr 
many  prudent  thinking  people  a  nmst  desir- 
able con.siimmation.  To  remove  all  possible 
cause  for  conflict,  to  forever  settle  the  con- 
stantly recurring  fishery  disputes,  and  gen- 
erally to  beget  a  close  and  Intimate  commer- 
cial alliance  with  the  only  power  that  could 
seriously  trouble  this  country,  is  deemed  a 
step  of  the  greatest  widom  by  Amei  leans 
who  wander  through  their  obsolete  and  ineffi- 
cient forls,  or  who  correctly  estimate  the 
prowess  of  the  existing  navy. 

Having  thus  tried  to  show  you  the  ten- 
dencies in  the  United  States  in  tavor  of  Com- 
mercial Xnlon  with  Canada,  it  remains  to 
indicate  the  iutlucnces  that  would  oppose  it. 
It  is dlttlcult  to  dlstover  these  In  any  great 
force.  The  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  the 
other  day,  voted  down  a  resoluvion  favorable 
to  It,  aiid  In  Canada  this  has  been  heralded 
forth  PS  an  indication  of  poj/ular  sentiment. 
Tlie  fact  is  that  this  Legislature  ia  largely 
under  the  influence  of  three  great  forcea. 
These  are :  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  the 
anthracite  coal  combination,  fiud  the  mauu 
facturers.  All  these  bodlas  are  much  inter- 
ested in  keeping  out  of  the  United  States 
Canadian  oil,  Canadian  coal,  and  Canadian 
manufactures.  Is  it  surprising  that  away  up 
in  Harrlsburg  the  willing  .servants  of  theae 
vast  interests  do  the  bidding  of  their  mas- 
ters'? If  they  had  nnver  done  anything  worse 
than  vote  against  Commercial  Union  with 
Canada,  the  people  of  this  country  might 
have  some  respect  for  the  expression  of  their 
views;  but  in  knowledge  of  what  has  oc 
curred,  even  this  session,  at  the  bidding  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  the  iutluence  on 
the  people  of  the  United  States  on  such  a 
vote  has  no  more  effect  than  water  on  a 
duck's  bacK. 

Of  course,  there  are  opponents  to  commer- 
cial union  with  Canada  In  the  United  Statea. 
It  would  be  strange  indeed  if  there  were  not 
bitter  battles  to  be  fought  to  achieve  it. 
The  press,  with  s  jme  excepti  lua  atrongly 
approving  of  it,  are  as  yet  unpniuounced  in 
regard  to  it;  some  are  possibly  waiting  to 
see  in  which  way  the  tide  turns.  The  politi- 
cal trade  winds  which  generally  prevail  In 
the  autumn  may  or  may  not  favor  it ;  indeed, 
may  be  Indifferent  to  it,  tor  the  aubjett  may 
be  too  vast  fnr  the  intellect  of  the  average 
ward  politician  who,  this  off  year,  rules  t  le 
roost  iu  local  politics.    But  i*-  makes  little 


difference,  for  the  vast  majority  of  tl.lnklng 
men  are  in  favor  of  a  union  with  the  English 
speaking  nation  to  the  north  of  them,  on  any 
basis  that  Is  equitable  and  fair,  and  a  com- 
mercial basis  of  free  interchange  of  products 
of  all  kinds  commends  itself  to  them.  The 
Boards  of  Trade  -^.nd  other  commercial  bodies 
will  doubtless  take  the  matter  up  in  due 
time,  and  the  sentiment  In  Its  favor  which 
now  uuiiueationably  prevails  will  find  early 
expression.  That,  ihe  sentiment  exists,  and 
strongly,  too.  Is  best  shown  by  the  conviction 
that  the  Butterworth  bill  could  pass  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  day  by  a  large 

■  majority,  provided  an  expression  favorable 
I  to  the  measure  coul  I  be  had  from  the  people 
;  of  Canada  through  their  Parliament. 

I  Aside  from  the  forckroing  consilerationa 
I  vriiich  prevail  In  the  United  Statea,  favorable 

to  a  commercial  union  with  Canada,  there 
I  are  numerous  others  of  equal  weight  but  I 

have  exhausted  both  your  patience  and 
I  the  space  rightly  belonging  to  me.  I  admit 
I  that  I  have  done  only  partial  justice  to  the 
I  subject,  but  it  is  too  larg.^  a  mttter  to  be  dia- 
!  cuased  within  a  narrow  space,  and  aome  fu- 
I  ture  opportunity  must  be  taken  to  amplify 

■  the  facta  as  they  exist  here.  I  wonl  t  not 
I  have  obtruded  myself  upon  yo.i  and  your  aa- 
!  soclates  again,  but  for  your  iirgent  request 
I  that    I   should   give    the   reason    for    the 

faith  that  was  iu  me,  that  the  sentiment  in 
this  country  in  favor  of  reciprocity  with 
Canada  could  be  greatly  augmented  if  a  dia- 
p  "^sition  waa  shown  in  the  Dominion  In  that 
direction. 

To  be  associated  with  you,  sir,  in  your 
capacity  as  a  leader  among  an  army  so  vast 
as  the  farmers  of  my  native  land— so  stil- 
wait,  so  frugal,  and  so  worthy,  and  yet  so 
helpless  in  their  pr-s^nt  condition,  and  so 
hopeless  as  to  their  future— to  be  engaged 
with  them  in  a  mission  to  accomplish  a  pur- 
pose 80  great  as  that  of  throwing  open  the 
markets  of  these  vast  common  wealths  to 
the'r  free  acceaa.  Is  sufficient  to  stimulate  one 
to  the  greatest  exertions,  and  the  gi  eatest 
aacrlflcea.  I  thank  you  moat  heartily  for 
the  kind  words  you  have  s  tld,  aa  to  the  efforts 
tint  are  be^ng  put  forth  to  tsget  a  proper 
understanding  of  this  great  question  on  both 
s'des  of  the  line.  And  with  much  regard,  I 
remain, 

Faithfully  yours, 

ERASTUa  WIMAN. 
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COMPLETE    RECIPROCITY. 

SHORT  EXTRACTS  AND  LETTERS. 


I  Ext)  act  from  Speech  on  Retaliation  Bill  bif  Hox.  Robert  R.  Hitt,  Meniber  of 
,      .,         Congress  from  Illinois. '\ 

"  Aud  let  me  not  speak  of  'reciprocity '  v  itliout  expressing  a  hearty  hope 
^that  we  shall  yet  have  leciprocify  complete  with  our  northern  neij^bbors — 
no  one-sided  game,  as  it  was  the  last  time  when  we  made  a  treaty  in- 1854, 
in  which  we  were  so  thoroughly  outwitted,  that  under  it  we  gave  to  the 
Canadijins  a  market  for  $229,000,000  worth  of  their  proilucts  to  come  in  with- 
out paying  duty  during  the  time  that  reciprocity  treaty  was  in  force,  while 
tinder  it  they  gave  us  a  market  free  of  duty  for  scarce  more  than  half  as 
much.  So  iugeniousiy  was  it  framed  at  our  expense  that  it  admitted  free  of 
duty  94  per  cent,  of  all  Cnnada  had  to  gell  to  us,  and  left  42  jier  cent,  of  all 
we  sold  to  Canada  still  burdened  by  their  tariff.  In  spite  of  kindly  feel- 
ing for  neighbors,  and  desire  to  see  eiihirging  commerce,  we  soon  had  enough 
of  such  costly  reciprocity,  and  terminated  the  treaty.  Of  a  far  diflerent 
stamp  is  that  wider,  fairer  reciprocity  contemplated  in  the  bill  introduced  a 
day  or  tw^o  ago  by  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Butterworth],  which  would 
abolish  all  duties  on  the  Canadian  border,  make  a  common  tariff  and  cus- 
toms union,  sweep  away  all  custom  hou«es  across  the  whole  continent,  dis- 
pense with  the  whole  consular  service  in  Canada,  aud  remove  all  custom 
hou-e  lines  to  follow  the  lines  of  the  ocean.  I  would  gladly  see  that  done. 
But  it  will  not  be  a  reciprocity  like  the  last,  which  denied  to  our  manufac- 
tures the  market  of  Canada,  and  gave  to  Canadian  agriculture  the  vast  mar- 
ket for  th*  ir  products  which  our  splendid  mantifacturing  system  and  popu- 
lous centres  had  slowly  built  up." 


{^Extract  from  Speech  on  Retaliation  Bill  by  Hon.  N.  Dingle y,  Jr.,  Mtmher  of 

Congress  from  Maine."] 

"I  may  add  in  passing — although  this  question  is  not  involved  in  the 
present  controversy  with  Canada— that  when  this  question  of  the  reciprocal 
privileges  of  all  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  in  the  ports  of 
each  country,  shall  be  settled,  I  shall  for  one,  and  in  my  jtrdgment  this 
country  will,  be  ready  at  any  time  to  give  a  candid  consideration  to  any 
propositions  looking  to  real  reciprocal  trail e  relations  with  Canada.  By 
real  reciprocal  trade  relations  I  mean  such  as  will  admit  the  manufactured 
products  of  this  country  into  Canada  free  of  dtity,  while  retaining  a  duty  on 
the  manufactured  pro  1  nets  of  Great  Britain  and  other  countries,  in  return 
-for  an  a  Imis^ion  of  Canadian  products  into  our  country  free  of  duty,  while 
we  retain  «luties  as  to  similar  articles  imi)or:eA  from  other  countries.  But 
such  one-sided  reciprocity  as  that  i>rovided  by  the  treaty  of  lb54,  we  do  not 
care  to  lepeat." 
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[  Letter  from  H«>N.  Jonx  Biirhman,  Unittd  SlaltH  Senator  from  Ohio.] 

Sknate  Chamber,  Washington,  May  10,  1887. 

Drar  Sir  : — Your  note  of  th«  Hth  inst.,  enclosing  proof  >  'leets  of  a 
pa  nplilet  rolitiuif  to  full  rociprocit.>  hotweeu  the  UuikMl  States  and  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  asking  my  opinion  upon  the  general  subject,  is 
just  received. 

No  question  of  greater  importance  in  our  foreign  relations  is  now  i>re- 
Bonted  than  this.  It  certainly  is  an  object  of  desire  to  remove  all  existing 
controversies,  and  to  encourage  business  and  couimercial  intercourse  between 
the  people  of  both  countries.  As  to  the  particular  measure  proposed  by  Mr. 
Butterworth,  or,  indeed,  as  to  the  extent  to  which  reciprocity  should  go,  and 
the  articles  that  should  be  admitted  tree  of  duty  in  the  respective  countries, 
I  do  not  feel  justified  in  now  expre-sing  an  opinion,  for  these  must  be  the 
subject  of  negotiation  between  and  legislation  by  the  two  countries.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  general  object  sought  seems  to  be  one  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, creditable  alike  to  both  countries,  and  which  will  receive  my  care- 
ful and  friendly  consideration  during  the  coning  summer.  It  would  be 
discre  litable  in  the  highest  degree  for  two  countries  having  so  many  inter- 
ests in  common,  and  natural  ties  of  frieud-hi^)  and  amity,  to  have  any  irrita- 
tion or  controversy  about  their  trade  and  intercourse  with  each  other. 

'  Very  truly  yours,  ' 

v  JOHN  SHERMAN. 

Erastus  Wiman,  Esq. 


ILetter  from  Hon.  N.  Dingley,  Jr.,  Member  of  Congress  from  Maine.] 

''"''  '  Lewiston,  Me.,  May  3,  1887. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — Absence  from  home  has  prevented  an  earlier  acknow- 
ledgement of  your  note  of  the  23d  ult.  I  have  read  your  inclosure,  and  am 
in  entire  accord  with  much  that  you  say.  My  own  imjt>ression,  however,  is 
and  has  been  that  Great  Britain  would  not  consent,  even  if  Canada  did,  to 
a  commercial  arrangement  which  would  admit  into  Canada  manufactured 
goods  from  the  United  States  on  more  favorable  terms  tham  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  If  there  were  reason  to  believe  that  Great  Britain  would  pemit 
Buch  a  commercial  union  as  Mr.  Butterworth's  bill  propo;te8,  it  would  be  re- 
ceived with  favor. 

Very  truly  yours, 

N.  DINGLEY,  Jr. 
Erastus  Wiman.  Esq. 
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THE  CANADIAN  FARMER'S  DUTY 

VALANCEY    E.   FULLER, 

PRESIDENT   CENTRAL   FARMERS'    INSTITUTE   OP  ONTARIO. 


The  following  are  extracts  from  a  letter  to  the  ofticers  of  Farmers'  In- 
stitutes Ln  Canada,  in  regard  to  a  resolution  favoring  Commercial  Uuion, 
which  was  passed  at  the  Central  Institute,  in  Toronto,  at  its  April  meeting: 


"It  seems  proper  that  I  sLuuld  state  the 
reasons  which  were  advanced  at  the  time  of 
passing  the  resolution  referred  to.  It  must 
i)e  apparent  to  any  one  taking  an  interest  in 
the  welfaie  of  the  farmers  of  Ontario,  that 
tlieir  future  at  present  is  not  a  promising 
one,  and  tliat  tlie  avr  ••je  farmer  of  the  day, 
ui.le^s  he  be  enga^  .1  In  some  speciultj',  is 
procuring  but  a  veiy  sliglit  return,  if  any, 
(•  r  his  capital  and  laboi.  If  the  faimtrs  of 
Ontario  desire  to  keep  pace  with  the  times, 
aud  to  progress  in  place  of  retiognidlng,  they 
must  change  their  modes  of  farming,  or  flud 
ii  CI  eased  and  better  market.s.  Those  who  are 
at  all  familiar  witli  the  condition  of  the 
luruiersof  the  United  States,  and  contrast  it 
with  those  of  Ontario,  cannot  but  be  struck 
with  the  fact  that  the  position  of  the  Amer- 
ican farmer  is  vastly  superior  to  that  of  the 
Canadiaii.  The  farmers  of  Ontario  are  bur- 
dened with  debt ;  \>  hereas  the  fai  mers  of  the 
older  States  of  the  Unitetl  States  ai  e  rapidly 
1  Hying  off  their  debt.  Tlie  ordinary  Ontario 
Jsiinier's  life  is  one  of  extreme  haid.-hii',  and 
eeant  return  for  his  labor ;  wliereas  the 
American  farmer  lives  in  touip. native  com- 
fi,i «,  and  receives  a  fair  return  for  hi.s  capital 
aud  labor.  The  natural  (lUe^tiou  that  sug- 
gests itself  i^,  '  SVhat  is  the  cause  of  ihu.;' 
it  cannot  be  in  the  soil  or  climate,  as  ourssui- 
j  ahses  these  states  in  which  the  fat  mers  are 
lii  a  llouiishiiig  condition.  It  cannot  be  in 
imiiioved  mode  of  farming,  as  the  Ontario 
liiimer  is  possessed  of  more  perseveiance, 
aud  is  as  a  rule  a  better  furnier  than  his 
American  brother.  It  is  not  an.v  of  these, 
but  In  the  fact  that  the  American  market  is  a 
better  one  for  agricultural,  Htock,  ai.dgaiden 
piodmtsthan  that  of  Ontaiiu,  aud  that  the 
Uuitoti  States  possess  thep->pulati<'n,  wealth, 
aud  put  chasing  power,  which  contributes 
towards  making  their  maiket  a  better  one  to 
sell  in.  It  will  be  contended  that  In  advo- 
cating this  we  are  losing  sight  of  the  English 
markei,  but  who  will  on  equal  terms  choose  so 
duitant  a  mat  ket,  when  one  lay^  at  our  own 


doors  on  equal  terms.  It  will  al.so  bo  argued 
that  the  'lemoval  of  all  restrictions  on  trade 
between  the  Donuniou  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States  '  will  strike  a  most  severe 
blow  to  our  manufacturing  interests.  To  a 
litnlted  extent  this  may  be  true,  but  even  at 
the  worst  it  will  be  but  temporary.  Th« 
luanufactiuiug  interest  shon'd  not  be  made 
pat  amount  to  tliat  of  the  agiiculturist;  its 
welfare  is  .so  ik-pendent  upon  the  welfare  of 
the  farmer>',  that  what  aids  and  impioves  the 
position  of  the  farmei  still  more  improves 
the  positiou  of  the  manufacturer.  The  pros- 
perity of  the  farmer  means  the  prosperity  of 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  poveity  of  the 
farmer  means  imii<iveii.«*hmeut  to  the  man- 
ufacturer. 

"  1  cannot  cou(  eive  that  the  majority  of  our 
Manufacturers  ate  incapable  of  holding  their 
own  against  the  Americans  This  is  no 
question  of  •  Protection.'  We  do  not  seek  to 
give  our  markets  to  the  Americans  unless  they 
g<ve  us  tlieirs  in  return.  We  take  the  broad 
gi  ound  that  the  interests  of  the  farmers  of  On 
lario  are  paraiuouut  to  those  of  any  other  class, 
ai<d  titat  the  jdogiess  of  Ontario  has  been 
tl.ri  ugh,  aud  is  dependent  upon,  the  pros 
peiity  of  thefaimeiM.  This  is  an  indisputable 
fact,  aud  if  the  lemoval  of  all  lestitctions  on 
trade  between  the  Dominion  and  the  United 
States  will  beuelit  you,  thiouuh  you  It  will 
benefit  the  whole  country.  The  farmers  of 
Ontario  have  never  appreciated  their  own 
importance,  nor  have  they  in  the  past  as  a 
united  whole  a.'-ked  for  that  which  their  own 
good  sense  tells  them  will  be  for  their  future 
welfare  and  pro.speiity.  Are  we  to  continue 
in  this  condition  i  It  rests  T^iih  you  to  decide. 
The  means  i.t  given  you  through  this  Institute 
to  make  your  voice  felt.  Look  to  your  ow 
interests,  other  bodies  will  take  care  of  tLeiiei 
but  in  BO  doing  you  have  the  con  fui  ting  con 
victiou  that  while  yon  are  protecting  and 
fostering  jour  own  culling,  you  aie  actinff 
for  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  If  you  approve 
uf  tLid  Retio'.ution,  let  not  the  matter  rest 
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here.  Uh(>,  each  and  all  of  yon,  your  influence 
to  make  tins  Issue  a  live  one.  Adctrean,  or  see 
jroar  member  of  the  Houne  of  Commouf>,  and 
make  blni  feel  tliat  the  inturest  of  the  lual 
power  of  his  constituency— the  farmers- 
demand  nnd  must  receive  his  bent  attention  ; 
that  he  represents  you,  not  himself  or  any 
particular  claBt>.  TIils  is  not  a  party  iiueatlon 
bat  It  Is  one  in  which  t;vf  rj-  fai-mer,  regard 
less  of  pmty  or  creed,  is  deeply  and  \itally 
Interested. 


"  We  ask  j  our  hearty  and  active  co-opera 
tlon  in  this  raatttM-.  By  giving  us  this  you 
will  strengthen  our  hands;  you  will  increase 
the  usi fulness  of  your  Inbtitute;  you  will 
show  to  the  world  that  the  farmer  Is  no 
longer  apathetic  to  his  own  interests,  and  by 
so  doing  you  will  not  only  ><eneflt  yourself, 
but  through  you  the  whole  population  of  tli<? 
Province." 

VALANCEY  E.  FULLER, 
Freu't  Fifmanent  CtiUral  Farrnert'  Instllu  f 
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.  THE    CANADA   OF  TO-DAY. 

ITS  I'KKSENT  AND  FUTURE  KKLA'I'ION  TO  THE  UMTEl)  STATES. 

— BV- 

S.  J.  RITCHIE,  OF  AKRON,  OHIO. 

Tlio  foilowin;^  Ih  an  uddress  delivered  in  WaHhinj^ton,  Doconit»or  7,  1885. 
I»y  Mr.  Samtkl  .F.  lincmi:,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  at  u  l>aiu|n<ft  }i;ivoii  to  the 
(h'irj^iitcH  to  tho  convtMition  for  th<i  promotion  of  the  I'ornuinont  Exhihition 
of  the  Three  Anierieas,  to  he  h«!hl  in  1H5)2,  in  lionor  of  Cohiinhua.  Mr. 
KiTCHiK,  thon^li  ii  resident  of  Ohio,  having  hirge  iutorestH  in  railroad  and 
mineral  propcirtics  in  Canada,  and  heing  moreover  a  man  of  uiost  cuiupre- 
hensive  view8,  his  ideas  and  information  are  of  great  value : 


To  say  tliat  I  am  in  the  fullest  sympathy 
with  whatov»!r  thoro  is  iu  tho  object  and  aims 
of  this  convention— to  cultivate  and  perpe- 
tuaUi  Intimate  friendly  relations  between  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  the  sister 
countries  of  the  Western  Hemisphere— would 
be  but  a  feeble  expression  of  the  interest  I 
take  In  this  great  movement. 

Dlflferinff  mainly  in  lanj<uaf?e.  we  are  bound 
together  by  natural  ties  of  the  atronj^ost 
chariuster,  and  the  progressive  spirit  of  the 
nineteenth  century  and  the  enllKlitened  age 
In  wlilch  we  are  living  invite  us  Xn  closer, 
more  intimate,  and  more  lasting  relations. 

Instead  of  seelcing  more  worlds  to  concjuer 
by  the  enginery  of  war,  the  arts  of  peace  and 
all  the  appliances  of  modern  civili'^atlou  con- 
tribute to  the  measui'es  which  are  now  pro- 
vided to  unite  us  in  la.stlng  bonds  of  peace. 

Aside  from  the  natural  and  geographical 
conditions  which  unite  us,  the  wheels  of  com- 
merce, the  locomotive,  the  steamship,  and 
ocean  cable  Join  us  by  indissoluble  ties. 

In  1854  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  was  made 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
which,  by  its  terms,  was  to  run  for  a  period 
of  ten  years  or  longer,  unless  terminated  by 
either  party  upon  a  year's  notice  being  given. 
The  articles  embraced  in  the  schedule  at- 
tached to  this  treaty  were  the  products  of  the 
farm,  forest,  mines,  and  the  sea.  The  opera- 
tion of  this  treaty  greatly  stimulated  the 
trade  of  both  countries,  whose  present  vol- 
ume is  largely  due  to  the  impetus  given  at 
that  time  or  during  that  period. 

During  four  years  of  the  operation  of  this 
treaty,  while  wo  were  engaged  In  a  great 
civil  war,  Canada  to  some  extent  afforded  a 
place  of  refuge  for  certain  parties  In  arms 
against  the  United  States.  Tlia  bitterness < 
8# 


felt  by  many  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates  against  all  countries  not  In  sympathy 
with  us  during  our  struggle,  was  the  real 
cause  of  our  government  availing  Itself  of 
the  terms  of  that  treaty,  and  terndnating  It 
at  the  first  day  it  was  possible  for  her  to  do 
so.  It  was  little  more  or  less  than  a  retalia- 
tory measure  on  our  part,  and  no  fault  of  tlio 
favorable  operations  of  this  treaty  toward 
the  United  States. 

And  now,  as  then,  Canada  affords  a  safe 
retreat  for  refugees  from  justice  from  the 
United  .Slates,  owing  to  the  imperfect  ma- 
cldnery  and  unfavorable  operations  of  inter- 
national law. 

So  much  for  the  origin  and  termination  of 
this  treaty. 

From  the  date  that  this  treaty  was  terrai- 
nated  up  to  the  present  time.  Canada  has 
made  constant  eflorts  to  have  it  renewed, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  indeed  has 
otTeied  to  greatly  multijiiy  the  advantages 
which  would  accrue  to  the  United  States. 
In  fact,  she  has  gone  so  far  that  when  she 
adoptHri  her  present  tarltt'  system,  which  is 
alike  operative  to  all  countries,  England  not 
excepted,  she  carefully  placed  upon  her 
statute  books  a  law  providing  that  whenever 
the  United  States  admitted  any  of  the  articles 
formerly  embraced  in  the  scheilule  of  the 
abrogated  treaty,  ami  many  others  not  so 
embraced,  beinar  the  products  of  Canada,  Into 
the  United  States  duty  tree,  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  would  admit  like  articles  or  tlieir 
equivalents,  being  the  products  of  the  United 
States,  into  Canada  duty  free.  That  law  re- 
mains  upon  her  statute  books  to-day,  and  is 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  part  of  her  tariff. 

No  further  legislation  on  the  partof  Canada 
is  necessary   to  carry   this   provision  into 
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effeot,  and  It  only  r<  piln-H  llmt  a  proclaiua 
tlon  ahould  be  Ihhiio>i  l*y  thu  Uoveruor  In 
coanotl. 

Thnn  for  twenty  oiio  ycarH  Canada  liaH 
been  aHkinft  "h  to  renew  onr  former  friendly 
and  leoiprot-al  tra'le  relattnnH  with  h««r.  To 
nil  thiH  we  have  turned  a  aeaf  ear,  and  In 
none  of  the  piovlHlonH  now  before  CongresH 
provldhiK  for  extended  and  free  rectprocHl 
tradn  relatlonH  wltli  all  other  conntrlcH  on 
thlH  hennHpherc,  Is  tliere  a  single  provision 
made  for  those  of  Canada. 

Consldeiatlons  of  international  etiquette 
maybe  urged  against  extending  such  a  pro 
viHion  to  a  country  which  has  a  nominal 
colonial  existence.  But  when  slit^  has  arrived 
at  a  period  of  her  hlBt4)ry,  when  she  makes  j 
her  own  tarltT  and  unniat<es  it,  independent 
of  and  witlioiit  r^ferenie  to  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment, she  is  entitled  to  full  reeognit  on 
in  ttie  great  sisterhood  of  states  in  all  such 
commercial  relations. 

Hhall  we  commit  any  offense  against  Eng- 
land in  extending  this  offer  to  Canadal  Lot 
us  see  what  some  of  lier  people  say. 

No  longer  ago  than  last  may  .loseph  Cham- 
berlain said  In  the  Brltisl.  House  of  Commons 
that  the  legislature  of  Canada  was  free  to 
pass  an  act  declaring  her  iudrpondeuce  and 
sovereignty,  and  no  man  In  that  house  would 
raise  a  voice  or  hand  against  it,  while  John 
Bright  declared  to  an  eminent  Ciinndlan 
Hiatesnian  that  Canada  should  consult  her 
real  intiMfsts  by  cultivating  close  relations 
with  tliK  great  peojile  on  the  south  of  her,  as 
nature  seeuio'l  to  have  one  destiny  for  both 
countries. 

Tiie  Dominion  of  <^anada  has  a  larger  area 
than  the  whole  of  the  Unitfd  States  if  we 
exclude  Alaska,  reaching  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific,  and  with  no  t'lought  of  magni- 
fying the  Importance  of  out  gitat  neighbor 
of  the  north  over  ';  )so  countries  on  the 
south,  permit  me  to  I  ,-vlte  your  attention  to 
a  few  statistics,  wh  ru  show  how  intimately 
we  are  bound  by  grtat  arteries  of  trade  to  the 
Dominion  of  Canada. 

To  make  our  figures  Intelligible  and  fully 
understood,  I  shall  have  to  place  in  contrast 
our  trade  relations  between  the  conntries 
north  and  soutii  of  us  as  shown  by  the  statis- 
tics of  those  countries. 

In  1885  the  amonnt  of  goods  imported  into 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  nom  Great  Britain 
and  the  Unlteil  States  were  as  follows :  From 
Great  Britain.  $43,418,000 .  from  the  United 
States.  *.")0,492,832.  While  liuring  this  same 
peilod  the  aggregat"i  impoits  of  all  the 
Central  and  South  A  .neriean  States  were 
$323,800,000,  of  which  amount,  the  United 
States  coutributt-d  $27,589,420,  and  to  all  the 
countries  south  of  the  Bio  Grande  we  sold 
$B  1,719,000,  about  20  per  cent  more  than 
was  sohl  to  our  neighbo",  Canada.  Thus  to 
all  tlila  vast  teiTUox-y  on  the  south,  contaiuiug 


a  lopnlation  of  over  45,000,000,  there  was 
sold  but  about  20  per  et^nt.  more  than  to  the 
Domlnlou  of  Caiiii  'n,  t",)iitalnlug  a  population 
<if  hut  5,000,000  of  )>  ople. 

Po  llhistiate  fuitiier,  the  relative  import- 
ance of  tliese  ronimercial  relations,  the 
stntisties  show  that  the  exports  of  Canada 
per  capita  weie  greater  than  those  of  the 
United  KtateM,  and  her  per  eajdta  Imports  are 
also  greater  than  luir  own.  Her  per  capita 
railway  mileage  is  about  the  haiue  as  those  of 
the  United  states.  Her  growtli  of  population 
from  the  date  of  our  Declaration  e"  Indepen 
dence  uj)  to  the  present  day  has  ')een  equal 
to  our  own,  ours  at  that  date  being  aboui 
3,000,000,  and  hern  Ijelng  Urns  than  300,000. 

The  records  of  her  criminal  courts  show 
that  she  has  a  sroaller  percetitage  of  ctline 
than  we  have.  .Sho  I.h  the  only  country  in  the 
world  whose  national  debt  is  not  a  wa',  debt, 
with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  millions 
expended  in  putting  down  the  recent  itlel 
rebellion.  The  whole  of  her  debt  has  been 
incurie  i  In  the  derelopment  of  her  Internal 
improvements.  In  adiliiion  to  her  line  of 
railway  extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pa(rlllc,  her  government  Is  subsidi/iing  a  fast 
line  of  steamships  ta  ply  between  Hnll'.ix 
and  Liverpool,  and  the  imperial  government 
has  agreed  to  subsidize  a  line  to  run  between 
Vancouver,  Yokoluima,  Hong  Kong,  and 
Australia.  A  company  has  been  organized 
to  lay  an  ocean  cable  from  Vancouver,  via 
Sandwich  I-landf,  to  Vokohama,  Uong  Kong, 
and  Australia.  An  Atlantic  ocean  cable  Is  to 
be  owned  by  the  tame  c<Mnpany  which  owns 
tlie  Pacitic  cables. 

Thus  her  great  railway,  by  means  of  the 
steairiships  which  will  ply  between  Halifax 
anil  Liverpo«)I  in  connection  with  It,  and  the 
Pacillc  line  subsidized  by  the  English  govern- 
ment, wlii<;h  will  also  run  in  connection  with 
it,  will  have  both  under  its  control.  Its  rail- 
ways are  reaching  <uit /or  the  carrying  trade 
of  the  two  liemlsjiluies.  Not  only  this,  but 
the  transcontinental  telegraph  system  and 
both  the  Atlantic  and  Pncillc  cables,  of  which 
I  have  spoken,  will  be  under  the  control  and 
owned  by  her  railways. 

These  are  not  A'isioiis  of  the  future.  Most 
of  them  are  realities  of  to-day.  Already  wo 
can  step  mto  the  most  luxurious  car  which 
runs  on  this  continent  to  Vancouver,  on  the 
waters  of  tli  Pacific,  and  ride  continuously 
in  it  for  a  ^tance  of  3,700  miles  until  yon 
reach  Halif;.*,  on  the  Atlantic.  This  country 
has  alsoajireat  inland  water  way  from  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  in  the  Atlantic  to 
the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  and  all  her  own, 
except  the  looks  at  Sault  Bte.  Marie. 

These  great  lines  of  commerce  traverse 
broad  stretches  of  our  own  country,  will  tap 
almost  every  important  centre  of  trade  on 
our  northern  border,  and  are  now  stretching 
their  arms  across  the  State  of  Maine  to  the 
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Heaboard,  notith  to  Ht  Paul,  and  the  v»iit 
IntereNtH  that  centre  in  theMc  grand  tranHcon- 
ttnental  UneH  that  are  knit  together  by  titeni, 
invite  to  other  tleldn  of  con(|iieHtH  tbiH  Hide  of 
the  great  lakcH,  until  Portland,  Ore.,  Ht. 
Paul,  Chicago,  nnflulo,  New  York,  and  Man 
FianclMco  im)  tribute  to  tlicHe  InterentH  and 
Hliaie  in  llu'lr  wonderful  growth  and  devidop- 
iiieiiti  and  It  may  antoniHli  Hoine  pieHent  to 
know  that  to-day  the  Dominion  government 
has  HubHldl/.ed,  and  ih  now  HubHldlzlng,  a  rail- 
road in  I'oniD'ctlon  with  thlH  vaat  ayHteni 
acroHH  th»t  Htate  of  Maine,  to  Hhorton  the  route 
to  the  cltit'H  of  the  eaHtern  neaboard. 

We  are  one  piwple— in  laws,  religion,  sym- 
patliy,  and  purHuitH,  and  descended  from  a 
couiiiKUi  origin,  and  our  trade  and  intercourse 
are  constantly  growing  in  importance. 

Look  for  a  moment  to  the  unlimited  re- 
sourceH  ul  that  country,  with  hur  great  lakuu 


and  rlvfttH  and  foroiitii;  with  her  natural 
Htorehouiiea  of  gold  and  Hilver,  of  ooal,  iron, 
copper,  and  leiMl.  Her  paatoral  and  agricul- 
tural resources  are  uultndted,  and  l.AOOmllea 
northwest  of  Ht.  Paul  we  tlnd  actually  the 
great  wheat  Helds  of  thU  ooutlnent^  and  which, 
when  fully  iluveloped,  will  not  only  equal,  but 
far  surpaHH  the  great  Odessa  region  In  UuHBla, 
and  lO.UOU  s(|uare  miles  of  coal  underlie  this 
same  territory. 

These  are  suuie  of  the  past  and  present  oon* 
ditlona  of  our  relatlonu  to  this  great  country. 
The  great  queation  la  what  ahall  be  their 
future  1  Hhall  we  extend  the  same  courtesy 
to  her  that  we  are  extending  to  our  southern 
neighbors!  Why  should  wo  not  I  Khali  we 
remove  the  custom  house,  or  shall  we  suppr  '. 
them  by  two  lines  of  fortifications,  ea.  'i 
nearly  4,00<)  miles  long,  the  one  ballt  by  our. 
selves  and  the  other  by  our  neighbors  1  It  is 
for  our  guvorunient  to   ay. 
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COMMERCIAL  UNION  AND  BRITISH  CONNECTION, 


-  ,  AN  OPEN  LETTER  FROM  ERASTUS  WIMAN 

_.T0-  _  :-'.v^.-'::.' 

MR.  J.  REDPATH  DOUGALL,  EDITOR  OF  THE  MONTREAL 

"WITNESS." 


My  Dear  Mb.  Dougall: 

Absence  aud  pres-siire  oi  work  have  pre- 
vented me  sooner  answcriiiK  your  recent 
letter.  Although  your  communication  is  a 
private  one,  and  seeks  io  elicit  my  private 
opinion  as  to  the  eventual  result  of  commer- 
cial union  as  affecting  British  connection,  I 
avail  myself  of  your  invitation  to  furnlsii  you 
a  public  reply  for  the  columu  ,  of  your  paper, 
in  order  that  others  beside  yourself  may  be 
informed  of  how  the  matter  is  regarded  from 
this  point  of  view.  The  key-note  of  your 
letter  is  conlaiaed  in  the  closing  sentence  of 
the  following  paragraph  :— 

"My  object  in  writing  you  in,  in  the  tirst 
place,  to  congratulate  yoii  on  thu  importance 
and  beneficence  of  the  cause  you  are  ailvo- 
ciiting  with  such  vigor  aud  ability:  and.  in 
the  second  place,  to  ask  you  for  my  own  edili- 
cation  if  you  really  tliiuk  there  is  stanriiug 
room  on  your  platform  tor  Qaiiadians  wlio  are 
not  prepared  to  forsake  British  aHwgiance. " 

In  attempting  to  reply  to  this  direct  and 
pointed  (question.  It  is  important  that  there 
should  be  no  ambiguity,  for  it  is  evident,  that 
if  such  a  reply  could  be  framed  as  would  re- 
move doubt  on  this  point,  a  great  step  would 
be  taken  to  promote  In  Canaoa  the  cause  of 
commercial  union  with  the  United  mates. 
Impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  lask 
which  you  have  committed  to  me,  I  beg,  first, 
to  say  to  you,  that  so  far  as  I  can  fathom  it, 
the  motive  which  prompts  the  movement 
among  Canadians  here  toward  commercial 
union  is  t^e  good  of  Canada,  combined  witii 
the  maintenance  of  British  connection.  No 
Canadian  can  reside  for  any  leiiKth  of  time 
within  the  United  States,  and  fail  to  be  im. 
prebsed  .ivith  the  advantage.^  which  would 
result  from  a  business  connection  with  this 
country.  Every  day  bi  lugs  forth  evidence  of 
progress  in  all  that  contributes  to  material 
growth.  The  liberality,  nay,  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  people  of  this  country  seem 
entirely  Justified  by  the  constant  growth  in 
the  sources  of  mcome;  in  the  devel«x)ment 
of  great  natural  resources;  the  protits  from 


vast  business  enterprises,  and  the  steady  ac- 
cumulations in  monetary  institutions  and 
Governmental  revenues;  and  also  in  tlio 
rapidly  increasing  iiopulation  of  tliebest  class 
of  immigration,  to  which  the  wliolo  world  is 
contributing.  With  tliis  marvellous  pioces. 
sion  of  circumstances  daily  in  view,  it  Is  im- 
possible not  to  feel  tliat  our  beloved  Canada 
ought  in  some  way  to  more  largely  benotti 
than  she  does  by  the  growth,  riglit  at  her 
own  borders,  of  a  nation  so  pow  ertul,  so  rich 
and  so  much  in  need  of  all  tliat  she  has  to 
ofl'er.  This  feeling  is  sill  the  more  constant 
because  <>t  tlie  knowledge  tljat  Canada  is 
riclier  in  natural  rcsimrces  than  the  United 
states  tlM-iuselves  ;  that  in  lier  forests,  fisher- 
ies, ttelda  and  mines  are  liclie.-,  now  almost 
dormant,  ti.at  would  yield  a  return  of  the 
mo.st  satisfactory  kind,  if  once  the  barrier 
that  divides  tlie  two  countries  wero  i;»  be 
obliterated.  If  this  could  be  done  wi:liout 
sundering  the  lie  that  binds  Canada  to  Great 
Britain ;  if  without  sacrificing  the  practical 
political  indcpeiidonce  of  our  native  land,  and 
without  imperilling  her  future  in  the  ex- 
periment which  in  a  Goverumc^nt  by  the 
people  is  here  being  slowly  and  not  altogether 
satisfactorily  worked  out,  surely  tliis  pro- 
position could  hardly  fail  to  meet  with  favor. 
No  mode  by  which  this  could  b"  done  has 
ever  seemed  pos.sible  except  the  admission  of 
Caaada  into  tlie  Union,  and  the  abnegation  by 
her  of  lier  political  exLitence.  Tljat  this  was 
repugnant  to  the  great  majority  of  Canadian 
residents  in  the  United  f  :ate.s,  is  evident 
from  tlie  fact-that  no  luov.  aent  of  tlds  char- 
flA'ter  has  ever  been  ajiparent.  Bet.veen 
seven  hundred  and  hfty  thou.-.aud  and  a 
million  (^auatiians  are  in  active  buhiness  in 
this  couutiy  j  yet  no  organization,  no  sugges- 
tion, or  even  individuid  expres.sioos  in  tlie 
direction  of  anuexaiiou  are  called  to  mind. 
For  my  own  part,  though  in  most  freijuent 
communication  with  liuudreds  of  my  country- 
men, I  cannot  now  recall  a  single  instance 
where  a  political  sepai'atlou  was  favored ;  on 
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ttie  contrary,  the  almost  universal  sfintlment 
of  CanaiHaiis  iu  the  States  is  that  of  loyalty 
t4  the  British  crown.  The  (rrowlnj?  trouble 
IfJsinR  out  of  the  rtsl.fiy  dispute  has  iin- 
presse  1  Cana<lian  residents  with  its  extreme 
dfUiger,  because  of  the  frequent  utterance  of 
of  eontinients  very  unfavorijble  to  Canada,— 
■entinieiits  \<hich  find  I'xpn^ssion  in  the 
Betaiiatory  Bill— which,  cousidpriufr  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  involved,  wa-.  a 
naeasiire  of  the  most  radical  character,  and 
threatened  most  st  'ous  results.  Almost 
»t|mulai"!0U8ly  with  the  paasa^o  of  this  bill, 
ilt.  Butterwoith  introduced  into  Congress 
1^  measure  calcul«ted  not  only  to  entirely 
Mmove  all  existing  ditflcultl«  s,  settle  all  out- 
St(ia<1ing  dispuies,  but  absolutely  to  throw 
down  all  the  barriers  exi.«ting  between 
Osnada  and  the  United  States  juac  as  soon  as 
eorrespondiiig  legislation  couhl  be  obtaine  i 
JO  the  Dominion.  The  possibility  of  the  pas- 
Siige  of  such  a  measure  seemed  at  tirst  in 
doubt,  but  inquiry  sliowetl  that  its  pro  jiecis 
were  excellent;  that  it  seeiueil  to  have  iit- 
teactions  for  the  leading  men  of  both  parties 
and  unquestionably  has  the  favor  and  hearty 
impport  of  the  President  and  his  Cibinet. 
The  tia,usitioii  from  a  threatened  disruption 
Ot  the  frieniily  relations  existing  between 
ttie  two  countries  to  a  condition  of  perma- 
nent peace;  the  expectation  that,  tlirough 
this  measure,  all  the  advaiitaut  s  which  Inter- 
*tate  communication  has  y. elded  to  this 
eountry  could  be  at  once  conveyed  to  Cana:1a 
with  a  revelation  full  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance. No  thought  of  «nnexaiion  or  any 
ahange  whatever  in  the  political  status  of  the 
two  countries  prompted  t^'-  nu'asure,  nor,  so 
fetr  as  I  cau  discover,  has  contributed  t'j  its 
advocacy. 

Of  course  those  who  favor  annexation  may 
also  favor  commercial  union,  and  there  are 
doubtless  a  large  number',  Cftpecially  among 
thinking  citizens  ot  ilie  great  Republic,  who 
favor  the  moveiuct  for  unrestricted  reel, 
procity  in  the  expectation  that  a  politic;-.! 
union  may  eventually  follow.  Eut  that  this 
is  the  Impelling  moti\t>  in  those  most  active 
in  promoting  the  movement  on  either  side  of 
the  border,  I  for  one  mo.st  .st Tenuously  deny. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  evident  to  those  who 
atall  iuvestijiaie  the  matter,  that  onoof  t!,(< 
most  potent  intliiences  which  would  helj)  for- 
ward an  annexation  movemeut  is  im. Mediately 
removed  by  commercial  union.  The  only  ar. 
jfunuHit  of  any  weight  which  the  Caimdlan 
annexation  can  employ  is  tlie  great  materia] 
Klvaiitages  that  would  flow  fioni  a  iiolitical 
finance  with  the  Hepublic.  All  the  ad  vantages 
_i(rtiich  are  possible  to  a  political  union  would 
be  possible  to  a  commerclr "  union,  .and  hence 
the  cause  for  a  political  change  is  entirely  re- 
titoved.  The  growth  of  :'ie  annexation  senti- 
BKuit  in  Canada  has  certainly  been  marked 
Where  years  ago  it  was  referred  to  with  bated 


breath,  its  advantages  are  now  not  infre- 
quently uiaintaned  with  vigor  and  force, 
i5ven  in  public  places;  and  the  allusions  to  It 
in  editorials  and  communications  are  tre- 
(luent  and  pronounced,  cspei'iallv  in  the 
ucwspiiper.s  ol  Oiitiiri'i  and  Nova  S'-otia.  But 
the  one  stock  argument  in  its  favor  is  the  ad- 
vantage that  would  come  to  Caiuida  from  the 
ciilaiged  market  which  would  thus  be  af- 
fonledfor  her  natural  ami  manufactured  pro- 
ducts. Nowathiys  no  oiui  argues  as  to  the  su- 
periority of  the  Kepubiican  system  of  govern- 
ment over  the  svstctn  of  responsible  govern- 
ment which  Canada  enjoys.  Few,  if  any.  In 
Canaiia  believe  that  universal  siitfraife  is  an 
unmixed  blessing,  or  tliat  an  elective  judl- 
ciaryandnumt  nuis  other  peculiarities  of  the 
American  system,  are  to  be  preferred  to  the 
system  whicli  regulates  public  atlairs  in  Ca- 
nada. The  sole  and  only  justiticatiou  that 
would  enablj  a  native  of  Canada  to  forswear 
his  birtliright  <ir  a  British  subject  to  transfer 
his  alle-'!aiicc  from  his  beloved  Queen  for  a 
citizenship  in  the  American  republic,  would 
be  the  prospective  advantiige  to  his  pocket, 
book  which  would  follow  a  transition  so 
miirked  and  se  violent.  But  if  <!0mniercial 
union  brings  in  its  train  all  the  advantages 
that  would  follow  annexation,  what  Justltlca- 
tir)n  is  thei'e  tor  longer  discussing  a  political 
union  that  would  be  truthful  of  oniy  political 
suicide  J  If,  tluirefore,  it  is  desirable  to  re- 
move the  only  argument,  the  only  justification 
that  exists  for  a  dissolution  of  the  bond  that 
binds  together  Great  Britain  ami  Canada, 
then  the  advocates  of  commercial  nnion  are 
the  strongest  advocates  tor  a  continuatioD  of 
Mii  b(md.  Dissatisfact;  m  in  Nova  Scotia 
with  the  results  of  confederation ;  want  of 
success  in  the  middle  provinces  by  the  vast 
mass  of  agriculturists  and  all  dependent  on 
them;  and  the  excessive  tension  whioli  pre- 
vails 111  Mauitoiia,  are  all  relieved  by  the  pos- 
sibility of  commercial  unitm  with  the  United 
States.  If  all  this  and  much  more  iu  thesame 
direction  is  accomidished  l)y  this  movement, 
surely  it  is  a  ctJiiirilMition  toward  the  main- 
tonan(;e  of  British  conm^ction  greater  than 
anytliing  el.se  that  couhl  be  imagined.  What 
other  event  in  the  enumeration  of  possible 
events  eaii  be  named  which  would  more  fully 
strengthen  the  love  for  one's  native  land  than 
to  see  every  lntere.it  therein  prosper?  What 
stronger  tie  is  posssible  than  that  which  JoiuH 
self  interest  to  the  public  good,  and  makes 
both  motive.}  move  in  the  direction  of  pei-pe- 
tuatiiig  existing  political  conditions,  andaus- 
taiuing  existing  connections  under  which 
peace,  entire  ti'eedom  and  prospcrit y  are  poaai 
blel  The  advocates  of  commercial  union 
claim  that  all  this  would  result  from  the 
adoption  of  their  plan  for  the  settlement  of 
exlnt  iiig  diniculties,  and  on  that  claim  make  tt 
clear  that  British  connection  is  in  uo  renpect 
either  weakened  or  impetiUed  by  its  adoption. 
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The  principles  underlying  commercial  union 
are  precisely  the  same  as  those  which  existed 
under  the  reciprocity  treaty  from  1854  to 
1866.  The  only  difference  Is,  that  while  the 
free  interchange  of  articles  was  limited  to 
the  natural  products,  it  is  now  proposed  that 
no  restriction  whatever  should  exist;  and 
that  all  articles,  wliether  natural,  manufac- 
tured, or  Imported,  should  be  as  free  of  in- 
terchange between  the  United  Stated  and 
Canada  as  they  are  now  between  Quebec  and 
Ontario,  or  between  New  York  and  New 
Jersey.  During  t^o  twelve  years  of  tlie  re- 
ciprocity treaty  there  was  far  less  talk  of  an- 
nexation thait  before  or  since ;  and  all  will 
remember  the  simultaneous  burst  of  loyalty 
which  met  the  suggestion  in  1866  that  Can- 
ada could  by  a  repeal  of  that  treaty  be  forced 
to  forswear  its  loyalty  to  Great  Britain.  If 
during  the  period  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
treaty  no  sentiment  prevailed  for  annexation, 
what  Justification  exists  for  the  assertion 
that  In  consequence  of  its  renewal  on  a 
broader  basis  a  desire  for  annexation  would 
follow]  The  Inference  from  experience  is  in 
a  precisely  opposite  direction,  and  fiunishes 
another  argument  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
the  advocates  of  commercial  union  that  in  no 
respect  does  it  impair  or  threaten  British  con- 
nection. 

The  only  force  to  the  argument  that  British 
connection  is  threatened  by  commercial  union 
is  found  in  the  fact  that  di  scrimination  against 
British  goods  would  be  necessary,  as  com- 
pared with  the  free  admi8^ion  of  American 
prodiTcts.  It  is  true  tliat  this  savors  of  a 
preference  for  American  over  British  con 
nection,  but  Canada  has  for  some  yeais  been 
taxing  British  goods  as  much  as  she  would 
have  to  t<ix  them  under  commercial  union 
The  recent  advance  by  the  Finance  Minister 
of  the  duty  on  iron  is  a  discrimination  quite  as 
mivrked  in  its  practical  ett'eut  as  anything  else 
would  be  if  commercial  union  wens  to  go  into 
operation  to-morrow.  Indeed  it  would  look 
as  it  the  Finance  Minister  were  making 
preparations  for  commercial  union  by  raising 
the  tariff  on  so  essential  an  element  as  iron  to 
a  rate  almost  as  high  as  tliat  ol  the  American 
impost,  while  the  practical  discirlmiuatlon 
against  Great  Britain  in  this  mattta-  might 
very  well  be  cited  as  an  expincieut  just  to 
see  how  such  a  movement  applied  on  a  larger 
scale  would  be  regarded.  Yet  no  one  accuses 
the  Finance  Minister  of  disloyalty.  The 
averase  duty  in  the  United  St:itos  o\«!r  and 
above  that  prevailing  iu  Cauuda  is  about  teu 


per  cent.  If  under  Commercial  Union  tlio 
United  States  should  reduce  its  tariff  live 
per  cent,  and  Canada  advance-  her  tariff  llvo 
per  cent,  so  as  to  equalize  both,  tho  result  tu 
Great  Britain  would  be  a  positive  advantaj;!' 
A  larger  quantity  of  goods  would  be  absorlnd 
in  the  United  States  in  conse(ineuce  of  this 
reduction  than  would  be  lost  by  theenhanci'il 
daty  in  Canada,  while  the  prosperity  iiml 
pnrcha.sing  power  of  the  Canadian  weojilu 
would  be  so  augmented  In  consequence  ul 
better  prices,  enlarj.  e>l  markets,  and  Increasiil 
communications,  that  a  broad-minded  Britisii 
merchant  would  soon  see  that  free  trade  on 
the  continent  of  America  would  In  no  respict 
ciffer  from  the  free  trade  with  the  rest  of  tin 
world,  which  he  so  much  loves,  and  uiidi  i 
which  he  has  so  much  prospered. 

My  own  conviction  is,  from  very  carclul 
thought  on  this  subject,  that  nothing  will  foii 
tribute  to  a  greater  degree  to  a  perpetuation 
of  British  connection  than  a  close  commercial 
alliance  with  thei  United  States,  and  there foio 
I  answer  most  gladly  yonr  question,  that 
there  is  iMiipk  t  m  on  the  idatform  of  the 
comraerci!  a  _-  .  not  only  for  your  gond 
self  and  all  your  friends,  but  tor  every  Caiui 
dian  who  loves  his  native  laud,  and  values  iis 
one  of  his  chief  blessings  a  counection  with 
the  dear  mother  country.  That  you  were 
long  ago  a  strong  advocate  for  commercial 
union  I  am  delighted  to  see  from  an  article 
from  your  pen  which  appears  in  the  Contem- 
porary Review  in  1885,  in  a  very  able  paper 
on  "Anglo-Saxon  Alliance"  the  fotlowiii;; 
nentence  appears,  which  is  so  appropriiite  to 
the  present  time  tliat  I  close  my  letter  with 
the  quotation : 

"Canada,  while  shelsunwlllingtoabnegnti' 
her  British  allegiance,  is  unable  permanentlv 
to  renounce  her  paramount  interest,  whicli 
lies  In  commerce  with  the  United  States, 
along  whose  border  her  populations  foiiii  a 
fringe ttiree thousand  m*  I'Tig  and  aljont 
a  hundred  miles  liroa('  '  t-hed  aloiig  a 
single  isotlieriiial.  and  h.  ,■,  consHquciici' 

no  adequate  variety  of  t  .  ♦  ^r  products. 
Tliat  plan  only  would  jul''  ,  <,■''  i<i  pmhliin 
that  would  secure  to  her  at  •  htv  HriUfh 
citizenship  and  the  freest  ain^  /uUesti.itcr- 
course  with  tier  all-important  neighbor." 

I  claim  most  respectfully  that  the  plan  as 
Implied  In  commercial  union  fulUls  in  the 
highest  form  all  that  your  loyalty  to  Englaiul 
and  your  interest  in  Canada  lioped  migh; 
come  Avhen  you  wrote  the  foregoing  Hues. 
With  much  regard  to  you,  I  am. 
Truly  yours, 

j:ilASTU!5  WIMAN. 
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